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n its 19th birthday, Ima-
zon took important steps 
in the implementation 
of its strategic planning 
and in increasing trans-

parency of its institutional activities. 
Furthermore, the Institute produced 
40 technical-scientific publications, in-
cluding one article published in Scien-
ce magazine.
 Two new research programs 
were created in the beginning of 2009: 
Law and Sustainability and the Clima-
te Change program. Both are the re-
sult of a process of over one year of 
institutional debates on the priorities 
of the Institute, which also kept three 
strategic programs: Monitoring of the 
Amazon, Forest Policy and Economics 
and Forests and Communities. 
 The Law and Sustainability pro-
gram was created due to the increa-
sing importance of researches and ac-
tivities developed by Imazon in the last 
six years to improve the application of 
environmental and land legislations 
in the Amazon. During this period, 
Imazon’s publications showed high im-
punity of environmental crimes in the 
forest sector of the Amazon and uncer-
tainty of property rights in more than 
half of the region.  Advancing in the 
solution of these problems is essential 
to consolidate  policies of prevention 
and  control of deforestation and im-
plement actions for economic sustai-
nability in the Amazon.
 The Climate Change program 
resulted from the identification of the 
challenges existing in the Amazon to 

reduce  emissions of greenhouse ga-
ses from deforestations and forest 
degradation and to advance in carbon 
sequestration in the region. This pro-
gram was elaborated  on the basis of 
Imazon's accumulated experience sin-
ce it is already considered a center of 
reference in studies for deforestation 
reduction in the Amazon. However, it 
innovates by including in its objectives 
the development and application of 
methodologies for monitoring carbon 
emissions from loss of forest areas, 
spreading this knowledge to other tro-
pical forest countries and supporting          
to the increased transparency and effi-
ciency in the governance of initiatives 
for reducing emissions from deforesta-
tion and degradation (REDD). 
 This program was launched on 
a year of great importance in the cli-
mate change debate, with the event of 
the 15th Conference of Parties to the 
United Nations Framework Convention 
on Climate Change, COP-15. In 2009, 
Imazon participated and promoted 
several events of great importance in 
this theme, resulting in the participa-
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tion of five researchers from the Insti-
tute at the COP-15 in December 2009. 
In this occasion, the researchers pre-
sented works of the Institute in several 
seminars, including the first parallel 
event organized by Imazon at a COP of 
the Climate Convention. Imazon also 
launched an innovating and promising 
partnership with Google to create the 
Earth Engine, a platform developed to  
help monitorring forests of the world 
and that will incorporate the defores-
tation alert system (SAD) developed 
and used by Imazon since 2007.
 In the area of scientific produc-
tion, one of the highlights was the ar-
ticle Boom-and-Bust Development Pat-
terns Across the Amazon Deforestation 
Frontier, written by researchers from 
the University of Cambridge - East An-
glia, from the Imperial College of Lon-
don and from Imazon. It was based on 
studies that Imazon has been develo-
ping since 2000 on the economic mo-
del of the boom-bust present in a great 
part of the Amazon region.
 In the boom-bust standard, so-
cioeconomic indicators improve fast 

in municipalities that are starting the 
deforestation process, but these same 
rates decline as deforestation increa-
ses.
 Another publication, however, 
of institutional character, was the first 
ecological footprint report of Imazon 
in 2006 and 2007. This study showed 
that the institute emitted 255 tons of 
CO2 during this period. This diagnosis 
created the basis for an institutional 
debate to mitigate and compensate 
these emissions. The ecological foot-
prints of the Institute will continue to 
be monitored annually.
 Lastly, we expanded the com-
position of the General Assembly with 
the admission of Carlos Souza Júnior, 
Senior Researcher and Executive Direc-
tor of Imazon from 2004-2008. The in-
clusion of Carlos in the highest hierar-
chical level in the structure of Imazon 
is recognition of his contribution in his 
over 15 years of dedication to Imazon.
 In 2010 Imazon will complete 
20 years of existence, a very special 
day for all those who participated and 
participate in the daily activities and 
in overcoming the challenges of this 
institution. There were several deve-
lopments and achievements during this 
period towards the sustainable deve-
lopment in the Amazon, but there is 
still a lot to be done. Therefore, we 
will continue to work with our partners 
and with the generous support of our 
sponsors to serve the Brazilian society 
in the conservation of the Amazon.

Brenda Brito
Executive Director 

Ana Cláudia Rodrigues
Vice - Executive Director
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1 Oscip is a title regulated by Act. no. 9.790, dated March 23, 1999, granted by the Ministry of Justice to private nonprofit legal entities to facili-

tate the execution of partnerships and agreements with the Government. To receive this qualification it is necessary to fulfill several requisites, 

especially requisites related to institutional transparency.

Imazon is a research institute with 
the mission of promoting sustainable 
development in the Amazon through 
studies, support in the formulation of 
public policies, wide dissemination of 
information and professional qualifi-
cation. The institute is a non-profit as-
sociation and qualified by the Ministry 
of Justice of Brazil as a Public Interest 
Non-Governmental Organization (Os-
cip)1.

 The institute was founded in 
1990 and its head office is located in 
Belém, Pará. Imazon published about 
400 scientific and technical works in 19 

years. From this total, 163 correspond 
to scientific articles published in inter-
national scientific magazines or as book 
chapters. Also, 43 books, 17 booklets 
and over 175 technical reports and stra-
tegic public policies documents were 
published.

• Research
The research activities of Imazon 

include socioeconomic, political, legal 
and institutional diagnosis of the uses 
of land use in the Amazon; develop-
ment of methods to assess and monitor 
these uses; execution of demonstrative 
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for public policies. Part of the studies 
is available for free on the institution’s 
website (www.imazon.org.br).

 In the media, the results of the 
studies are disseminated in news re-
ports, magazines, newscasts, radio sta-
tions, high audience websites, technical 
and educational videos, besides social 
networks like Twitter. in addition to 
that, Imazon researches participate as 
lecturers in several scientific and public 
policy events on a regional, national 
and international level.

• Public Policies
Imazon studies have contributed 

effectively to the elaboration of far-re-
aching public policies in the Amazon. 
The major contributions have been in 
strategic areas like land planning (zo-
ning and landholding regularization), 
support in the creation and imple-
mentation of Conservation Units, im-
provement of command and control 
systems with emphasis on monitoring 
with satellite images, incentive instru-
ments (for example, studies for credit 
allocation in activities of sustainable 
use), support in the elaboration and 
execution of business and community 
forest management promotion policies, 
improvement in the application of the 
Environmental Crime Law, recommen-
dations for effective fulfillment of the 
environmental licensing, support in 
the formulation of the brazilian climate 

projects; and elaboration of scenarios 
and models of sustainable develop-
ment for  economic activities. The work 
of the institution is based on the prin-
ciples of interdisciplinarity, search for 
solutions with empirical approach and 
use of scientific method.

• Dissemination
Imazon publishes the results of 

its studies in indexed national and in-
ternational scientific magazines (Scien-
ce, Nature, Proceedings of the National 
Academy of Science, Forest Ecology 
and Management, Conservation Bio-
logy, International Journal of Remote 
Sensing, Ciência Hoje etc.), manuals, vi-
deos, booklets, books, technical articles 
and abstracts with recommendations 
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change policy, among others. 
In many occasions Imazon has 

been invited to join technical commis-
sions and assist decision makers in 
the Executive, Legislative and Judicial 
spheres in the elaboration of public po-
licies. The institute also participates in 
public hearings and commissions of 
the Legislative body (state and federal) 
to give and issue opinions on complex 
and emerging themes in the Amazon, 
such as the reform of the Forest Code, 
landholding regularization, Ecological-
-Economic Zoning (EEZ), sustainable 
development programs for the region, 
infrastructure works, among others.

Sustainability. The solutions to 
problems related to use of natural re-
sources should be based on the princi-
ple of sustainability, which is the ability 
of an ecosystem to maintain ecological 
processes and functions, biological di-
versity and productivity over time. 
This means respecting all forms of life 
and the cycles of nature, valuing socio-
-cultural diversity, strengthening local 
sustainable economies and considering 
the environmental and social costs in-
volved in production processes. It is 
also important to promote efforts for 
the distribution of benefits and share 
power in decision-making.

Ethics. Adopt a respectful rela-

tionship with other institutions and 
social partners; respect the copyrights; 
respect the codes of professional ethics; 
not discriminate race, belief, gender; so-
cial, religious or ideological position in 
internal or external relationships. 

Use of Scientific Method. Imazon 
conducts objective and fair analyses 
based on proven scientific methods in 
specialized literature.

Excellence in Quality. Imazon 
products are subjected to a rigorous in-
ternal quality control and revision pro-
cess by outside parties. This reinforces 
the credibility and respect of the Insti-
tution.

TO FULFILL 
ITS MISSION, 

IMAZON 
ADOPTS THE 
FOLLOWING 

VALUES:

IMAZON’S VISION
The Amazon as an area where the 
biodiversity, forest cover and as-
sociated environmental services 
are preserved and the sustainable 
development is implemented in a 
way that guarantees decent living 
conditions for all inhabitants of the 
region.

• Professional Qualification
One of Imazon’s objectives is to 

train researchers on analytical skill, 
field experience and focus in the un-
derstanding and solution of environ-
mental problems of the Amazon. This 
work involves the elaboration of a rese-
arch, data collection and analysis pro-
ject and presentation of results in scien-
tific articles and professional meetings. 
In 19 years Imazon contributed in the 
training of approximately 190 profes-
sionals in the areas of ecology, forest 
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engineering, environmental law, rural 
economics, geoprocessing, communi-
cation, regional planning, institutional 
analysis and public policies. Many of 
these professionals work in distingui-
shed positions in other environmental 
organizations, in the private sector and 
in public institutions.

• Brief History of Imazon
In the end of the 1980s, images of 

environmental destruction and social 
conflicts in the Amazon made the hea-
dlines in the national and world media. 
The accelerated deforestation, the fires, 
the predatory exploration of wood and 
the proliferation of gold miners exerted 
great environmental and social pressu-
re on the region.

 By that time, the north-american 
ecologist Christopher Uhl, then visiting 
researcher of Embrapa, conducted re-
searches on degraded areas in the east 
of Pará and was concerned with the 
low understanding and the scarcity of 
scientific documentation of these trans-
formations in the Amazon landscape. 
He understood that the lack of applied 
researchers on these transformations 
weakened the debate on the causes of 
environmental degradation and made 
the search for effective alternatives for a 
sustainable Amazon difficult. Uhl also 
confirmed that there was high scarcity 
of university-educated professionals 
able to study these phenomena in a 
multidisciplinary manner and didac-
tically and strategically report them to 
decision makers. In this crisis, he iden-
tified an opportunity to serve the Ama-

zon and, in partnership with Adalberto 
Veríssimo, David MacGrath and Paulo 
Barreto, decided to create Imazon, an 
applied and multidisciplinary research 
institute with the purpose of studying 
(with emphasis on empirical approach) 
and searching for solutions to crucial 
problems of natural resource use and 
conservation in the Amazon.

 The idea of creating Imazon 
occurred in 1988 but the Institute was 
founded only on July 10, 1990. During 
two more years Uhl, Veríssimo, Mac-
Grath and afterwards Barreto, exhaus-
tively discussed the mission, culture 
of the organization and the work ap-
proach of the future Institute. This was 
done by reviewing other institutional 
experiences in Brazil and in the wet tro-
pics, as well as by discussing and de-
bating the proposal of creating Imazon 
with hundreds of socioenvironmental 
and political leaders, researchers and 
intellectuals operating in the Amazon. 
Veríssimo and Barreto continue in the 
daily activities of the Institute till pre-
sent. The participation of Chris Uhl 
was highly reduced with his return to 
the United States in 1995 where he is 
a professor at the Pennsylvania State 
University. MacGrath is a professor of 
Naea (UFPA) and associate researcher 
of Ipam. Chris Uhl and David MacGra-
th are both full members of the General 
Assembly of Imazon.

The consolidation of Imazon du-
ring its 19 years of existence would not 
have been possible without the contri-
bution of over two hundred employees 
that worked at the institute during all 



2
0

0
9

 A
ct

iv
iti

es
 R

ep
or

t 

10

this time, as well as the hundreds of 
collaborators (visiting researchers and 
associates) and the members of the Bo-
ard of Directors, Audit Board and Ad-
visory Board of the Institute. Further-
more, the role played by its executive 
directors2 was essential during this pe-
riod, and these continue working direc-
tly with the Institution. Lastly, Imazon 

2 Executive Directors: Adalberto Veríssimo (1990-1993), André Guimarães (1994-1995), Paulo Amaral (1996-1998), Paulo Barreto (1999-2003), 

Carlos Souza Júnior (2004-2008) and Brenda Brito (2009). All the Executive Directors exercise the role of researcher at the Institute except for 

André Guimarães who occupies the position of Vice-President of the Board of Directors of Imazon.

has had a large and productive part-
nership with hundreds of public insti-
tutions, social organizations, environ-
mental institutions, private companies 
and research centers in their multiple 
activities, besides partnership with na-
tional and international sponsor that 
have generously supported the execu-
tion of its activities.

• Some contributions 
during these 19 years

1. Imazon studies in the areas of fo-
rest management and ecology 
serve as basis to establish a forest 
management system for companies 
and traditional communities. In 
the end of 2009, the managed area 
in the Amazon exceeded 6 million 
hectares, of which more than one-
-third had the green seal of the Fo-
rest Stewardship Council (FSC).

2. Technical studies and initiatives in 
the field of public policy led by Ima-
zon had a direct impact in the cre-
ation of approximately 25 million 
hectares of Conservation Units in 
the Amazon, of which 12.8 million 
hectares was in the Calha Norte re-
gion of Pará.

3. Imazon researches on the ecology 
of mahogany, a very valuable tro-

pical wood species, was essential 
in its inclusion in the list of endan-
gered species of the Convention on 
International Trade in Endangered 
Species of Wild Fauna and Flora 
(CITES).

4. Studies on forest policy and eco-
nomics contributed decisively to 
the elaboration of the new Brazi-
lian Public Forest Management Act 
(effective since 2006), with the ma-
jor objective of promoting the sus-
tainable use of public forests.

5. Pioneer study published in 2000, 
conducted in partnership with the 
World Bank, served as reference for 
the elaboration of the National Fo-
rest (Flona) and State Forest (Flota) 
expansion policy in the Amazon.

6. In 2006, Imazon developed the 
Deforestation Alert System (SAD) 
as an independent instrument for 
monthly monitoring and wide dis-
closure of the deforestation situa-
tion in the Amazon.  This monito-
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ring has catalyzed a huge debate in 
the society and contributed to the 
increased efforts against deforesta-
tion by the government. 

7. Imazon established inedited par-
tnership with the Federal Public 
Ministries (MPF) and State Public 
Ministries (MPE) to monitor the oc-
currence of illegal deforestation in 
the Protected Areas (Conservation 
Units and Indigenous Lands) in the 
states of Pará, Mato Grosso, Amapá 
and Roraima.

8. Discussions raised by Imazon on 
public credit contributed to the re-
solution of the National Monetary 
Council (CMN) that demands envi-
ronmental and landholding regula-
rization to grant new credits in the 
Amazon region for properties of 
over 400 hectares.

9. Imazon studies on Amazon land 
use became reference and contri-
buted in making landholding re-
gularization a priority in the prepa-

ration of the Sustainable Amazon 
Plan of the Federal Government as 
of 2008.

10. Imazon researches on Community 
Forest Management (MFC) has ser-
ved as basis for the establishment 
of the National Community and 
Family Forest Management Policy. 

11. Imazon studies on challenges and 
weaknesses in the implementation 
of environmental crime laws con-
tributed to the improvement of 
rules on donation of goods seized 
during environmental inspections. 

12. Imazon is pioneer in the develop-
ment of techniques to detect and 
assess the effectiveness and quality 
of forest management plans using 
satellite images in the Amazon.  

13. Imazon contributed to the elabo-
ration and implementation of the 
pioneer initiative of deforestation 
reduction and promotion of sustai-
nable agenda on a municipal scale 
(“green municipalities”).
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• Forest Policy and 
Economics
The forest sector can play a crucial role 
in the sustainable development of the 
Amazon by combining conservation 
and socioeconomic development. Ho-
wever, the development of the forest 
sector has been marked by the pre-
datory extraction of wood, although 
there have been advancements in the 
adoption of forest management and 
in reduction of illegality in the sector. 
Also, the forest sector is currently un-
dergoing serious changes, including 
decentralization of forest management, 
forest concession and advancements in 
the control and monitoring systems.

Pr
og

ra
m

s

 The objective of this program 
is to assess and subsidize forest public 
policies through analysis of the evolu-
tion, dynamics and socioeconomic tren-
ds of the forest sector in the Amazon. 
The program also aims to investigate 
and propose economic instruments to 
support the adoption of forest mana-
gement and compensation for environ-
mental services provided by the forest, 
including the forest product market.  
The main activities of this program are:
Wood Industry Centers. To subsidize 
the public policies of the forest activity, 
Imazon performs periodic diagnoses 
of the wood industry sector since 1990 
and in 1998 and 2004 it performed sur-
veys in the entire Amazon region.  In 
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2009, with the support of the Brazilian 
Forest Service (SFB), a new survey of 
the wood industry centers was con-
ducted, covering about 190 munici-
palities in the Amazon. These studies 
have been the main reference of stra-
tegic and statistical information on the 
forest sector in the Amazon in the last 
two decades. The data includes volume 
of wood extracted and processed in the 
Amazon; jobs generated; area affected 
by logging; exploration and processing 
technology; and markets and trends of 
the sector. The results of these surveys 
were published in 2010.
 Furniture Centers. With the 
support of the Sebrae (Brazilian Mi-
cro and Small Business Support Servi-
ce), Imazon began a wide field survey 
on the furniture industry in the Legal 
Amazon in 2008 (except in Mato Gros-
so). The study generated information 
on the consumption of raw materials, 
processed products, processing techno-
logy, income, jobs generated, markets 
and trends of the furniture sector in the 
region. 
 Flonas & Flotas. Imazon has 
supported the creation and implemen-
tation of Flonas (National Forests) and 
flotas (State Forests) in the Amazon. 
Since 2007, the Institute cooperates 
with the Pará State Environment Offi-
ce (Sema), International Conservation 
(CI), Museu Paraense Emílio Goeldi 
(MPEG) and Instituto de Manejo e Cer-
tificação Florestal e Agrícola (Imaflora) 
in the elaboration of the Management 
Plans and in the formation of Advisory 
Boards of the Conservation Units in Ca-

lhar Norte of Pará, whose area is about 
12.8 million hectares.  
 Samflor. Samflor - Amazon Fo-
rest Management Support System de-
veloped by Imazon has the objective 
of testing a new forest management 
activity system in small and medium 
wood undertakings in Pará.  The major 
characteristic of Samflor is the fast as-
sessment of the forest exploration stan-
dards, with emphasis on the legal, tech-
nical, environmental, social and forest 
control aspects.  All these aspects are 
based on the forest conception and le-
gislation (state and federal), principles 
and criteria of the FSC and the Inter-
national Tropical Timber Organization 
(ITTO). 

Coordination: Adalberto Veríssimo & Denys 
Pereira. Staff: Carlos Alexandre Cunha, Da-
niel Santos, Jakeline Pereira, Jayne Guimarães, 
Marcílio Chiacchio and Mariana Vedoveto.
Collaboration: André Monteiro (Imazon), Mar-
co Lentini (IFT) and Roberto Palmieri (Ima-
flora). Support: Gordon & Betty Moore Foun-
dation, Fundo Vale, European Commission, 
ITTO, Vale, Brazilian Forest Service, United 
States Forest Service and Sebrae.
Partnerships: AdT – Amazônia Brasileira, CI, 
Imaflora, GTZ, MPEG, PFCA, RBMA and 
Pará State Government: Sema and Ideflor.

• Monitoring of the Amazon

The Amazon Monitoring program 
has the objective of detecting, quanti-
fying and monitoring  deforestation, fo-
rest degradation, logging, unofficial ro-
ads and other forms of human pressure 
in the region through satellite images. 
Furthermore, the monitoring results are 
combined with several digital maps to 



2
0

0
9

 A
ct

iv
iti

es
 R

ep
or

t 

14

qualify  environmental problems and 
for regional planning through the ge-
ographical information systems (GIS).  
The major activities of the research de-
veloped in this program are:

Mapping of roads. Imazon mo-
nitors the unofficial roads of the Legal 
Amazon to assess the human pressure, 
identify priority areas for inspection 
and land planning, and model the eco-
nomic reach and environmental risk of 
the economic activities in the Amazon.

Mapping of deforested areas.  
Imazon developed image-processing te-
chniques that allow the monthly disclo-
sure of the Legal Amazon Forest Trans-
parency Bulletin with the deforestation 
data of the previous month. These mo-
nitoring and forest control methods are 
transferred to the environmental offices, 
Public Ministry, other non-governmen-
tal organizations (NGOs) and the socie-
ty in general.

Mapping of wood exploration.  
Imazon is pioneer in the development 
of techniques to detect and assess the 
effectiveness and quality of forest ma-
nagement plans using satellite images.  
It is possible to also map out forests de-
graded by forests fires. In 2009, the ins-
titute started disclosing the Forest Ma-
nagement Transparency Bulletin for the 
state of Pará.

Spatial Modeling. It is the gene-
ration of models to allocate the use and 
conservation of natural resources and 
economic reach analyses of land use ac-
tivities (wood, livestock and soy explo-
ration). It also develops deforestation 
and carbon emission risk models. With 

this information, it is possible to techni-
cally support the creation of Protected 
Areas and model future scenarios for 
the region, considering, for instance, 
the construction of hydroelectric power 
plants and pavement of roads.

Coordination: Carlos Souza Jr. Staff: 
Amintas Brandão Jr., André Monteiro, Cín-
tia Balieiro, Heron Martins, João Siqueira, 
Júlia Ribeiro, Kátia Pereira, Márcio Sa-
les, Rodney Salomão, Sâmia Nunes, Sanae 
Hayashi and Victor Lins. Support: Gordon 
& Betty Moore Foundation, David & Lucile 
Packard Foundation, Usaid, AVINA Foun-
dation, Fundo Vale, Embassy of the King-
dom of the Netherlands and North Ameri-
can Forest Services.

• Forest and community 
Traditional communities and ru-

ral family producers occupy about 1.2 
million square meters of the Amazon 
territory. These populations are im-
portant both in the creation and in the 
implementation of public policies for 
the regional sustainable development. 
However, despite some advancements 
in the public policy sphere, the develo-
pment of these communities have not 
been enough in terms of socioeconomic 
improvement and guarantee of their ter-
ritories.

 These communities can play a 
fundamental role in the conservation 
and sustainable use of forest resources 
as long as they are included in a sustai-
nable forest-based economy. Therefore, 
the objective of this program is to do-
cument, analyze and support initiatives 
of Community Forest Management and 
strengthen community markets on small 

The Amazon Monitoring 
program is connected 

to all the other Imazon 
programs, such as creating 

the digital cartographic 
base of Paragominas 
or making economic 

accessibility maps of Calha 
Norte.
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scale in the Legal Amazon, and promo-
te training of traditional and indigenous 
people. The main activities of this pro-
gram are:

Support to community and small-
-scale forest management.  The objective 
is to understand the factors that contri-
bute to the adoption of forest manage-
ment by small producers in the Ama-
zon. It also involves study of technical, 
legal and market obstacles faced by this 
segment. Furthermore, emphasis is laid 
on the identification and dissemination 
of technical and managerial follow-up 
models, contributing to make small pro-
ducers and communities have greater 
autonomy and control of the manage-
ment projects.

Markets of forest products of com-
munity origin. This activity involves the 
collection of data, analyses of markets 
and elaboration of a databank to impro-
ve the trade of community forest explo-
ration products in the Amazon. Every 
week the prices of several non-wood 
forest products like acai, andiroba and 
copaiba are collected in five cities and 
disclosed in Imazon’s website on the 
Internet and on the radio station Rádio 
Clube of Pará. The objective of this ini-
tiative is to offer strategic information 
to communities that live and depend on 
these products, increasing their nego-
tiating power and valorizing the forest 
even more.

Collaborative monitoring in the 
south of the Amazon. This project mo-
nitors human pressure (deforestation, 
unofficial roads, etc) on the areas of tra-
ditional communities and Indigenous 

Lands in the south of the Amazon State. 
The project also gives these communities 
training on GPS handling, map reading 
and participative mapping, promoting 
the local capacity to monitor community 
and indigenous areas.

Lessons about the land situation. 
Imazon participates in land regulariza-
tion planning, development and imple-
mentation projects of family farms in 
Pará. Through satellite images Imazon 
locates rural properties and enables the 
creation of land maps

Coordenação: Paulo Amaral.
Equipe: Andréia Pinto, Carlos Souza Jr., Ger-
son Favacho, Karina Monteiro, Marcelo Galdi-
no, Rodney Salomão e Simone Bauch.
Colaboração: Edson Vidal (Esalq/USP), Erin 
Sills (Universidade Estadual da Carolina do 
Norte - EUA) e Manuel Amaral (IEB).
Parcerias: Cifor, CSF Brasil, Fase, IEB, Imaflo-
ra, Kanindé, Rádio Clube do Pará, ACT
Apoio: Sebrae, UE e Usaid e Fundo Vale. 

• Climate Change
The Climate Change represent 

one of the biggest challenges of the 
twenty-first century. This phenomenon 
results from global warming caused by 
the increased emission of greenhouse 
gases (GHG) and from the Industrial 
Revolution, especially from the bur-
ning of fossil fuels. The emissions of 
GHG resulting from deforestations and 
forest degradation contribute to about 
17% of the global emissions, according 
to the Intergovernmental Panel on Cli-
mate Change (IPCC). Therefore, the 
Brazilian Amazon has high relevance in 
climate debate, as it is the largest conti-
nuous tropical forest with high quantity 
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of biomass, high rates of deforestation 
and forest degradation. Also, the region 
plays an important role in the weather 
regulation of the South-American con-
tinent.  Therefore, with 17% of its area 
already deforested, there are oppor-
tunities to recompose the forest cover, 
which will contribute to the sequestra-
tion of carbon from the atmosphere.

The objective of the program is 
to contribute to the reduction of emis-
sions and to carbon sequestration in the 
Brazilian Amazon. In specific terms, 
the programs aims to: (1) contribute to 
the implementation, increased transpa-
rency and efficiency in the governance 
of initiatives for reducing emissions 
from deforestation and forest degrada-
tion (REDD) in the Brazilian Amazon; 
(contribute in monitoring of carbon 
emissions from deforestation and forest 
degradation in the Amazon region and 
with training and technological transfer 
to countries with tropical forests and 
(3) promote the development of pay-
ment mechanisms for environmental 
services, connected to the mitigation of 
global warming. The research activities 
are:

Forest Governance Assessment. 
The goal of this activity is to develop an 
assessment and monitoring methodolo-
gy of forest governances to identify the 
main advancements and problems in 
the Brazilian Amazon in order to con-
tribute to the implementation of REDD 
initiatives.

Monitoring of carbon emissions. 
This activity estimates and monitors the 
emissions of carbon. A carbon emission 

model has already been developed and 
successfully applied in Mato Grosso 
State. In 2010, the Forest Transparency 
Bulletin began reporting the emissions 
of carbon from deforestations and fo-
rest degradations detected by SAD.

Technical studies for REDD pro-
jects. The program will contribute with 
the elaboration of technical and scienti-
fic studies to establish prerequisites like 
baseline, additionality estimate, leaka-
ge risk analyses for REDD proposals 
and projects in the Amazon.

Forest recomposition. This acti-
vity aims to identify and promote op-
portunities to develop pilot projects 
of forest recomposition, assess their 
economic feasibility together with the 
connection to payment mechanisms for 
environmental services.

Green municipalities. Imazon su-
pports the consolidation of a socioen-
vironmental management model and 
the Rural Environmental Registration 
in eleven municipalities in the Ama-
zon (the pilot project is performed in 
Paragominas) through monitoring, so-
cioeconomic and forest diagnostic and 
training of agents with the objective of 
reducing deforestation, forest degrada-
tion and carbon emissions.

Qualification. Imazon intends to 
help in providing for demands of local 
qualification development to improve 
governance and monitoring of REDD 
and carbon sequestration projects. The-
refore, the institute will conduct cour-
ses related to these themes at the Ima-
zon Geotechnology Center (CGI).

Support to public policies and 

Reducing Emissions from 
Deforestation and Forest 
Degradation, according 
to the concept adopted 

by the UN Climate 
Convention, refers to the 
policy “to encourage the 

developing countries 
in taking measures for 

forest conservation, 
sustainable management 
of forests and reduction 

of deforestation and 
degradation, and which 

combined results in 
positive incentives 

through the reductions 
of carbon emissions from 

deforestation, as long 
as these reductions are 
measurable, verifiable, 

quantifiable and 
demonstrable” (G1 2009). 
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dissemination. Imazon supports and 
assesses the creation and implementa-
tion of public policies and private ini-
tiatives in the scope of Climate Change, 
as well as expands the dissemination of 
these actions.

Coordination: Brenda Brito. Staff: Adalber-
to Veríssimo, Amintas Brandão Jr., Andréia 
Pinto, Carlos Souza Jr., Cíntia Balieiro, Jú-
lia Ribeiro, Márcio Sales, Moira Adams, 
Paulo Amaral, Priscilla Santos and Sâ-
mia Nunes. Collaboration: Laurent Micol 
(ICV), Alice Thuault (ICV), Crystal Davis 
(WRI), Smita Nakhooda (WRI), Florence 
Daviet (WRI), Edson Vidal (Esalq/USP). 
Partnerships: ICV, WRI, TNC and CI.
Support: TNC, Norad (Norway) and CI.
.

• Law and Sustainability
Imazon studies have been revea-

ling two serious problems in the sustai-
nable development of the Amazon: the 
impunity of environmental crimes and 
confusion on who has the right to use 
the regional land. Also, impunity pro-
motes environmental and ecological 
degradation and discourages investors 
from respecting the laws (and that ge-
nerally pay higher costs to produce in 
sustainable manner).

Uncertainty about the property 
rights of 53% of the Legal Amazon has 
been promoting conflicts, making in-
vestment difficult and encouraged ex-
cessive deforestation. The impunity of 
environmental crimes and land uncer-
tainty result from several faults varying 
from the creation of laws and norms to 
their application. The reduced number 

of judges and attorneys in the environ-
mental bodies in the Amazon also con-
tribute to delays in environmental cri-
me cases.

To create an environment condu-
cive to sustainable development in the 
Amazon, it will be necessary to make 
environmental and land laws coherent 
and apply them effectively.  The Law 
and Sustainability program aims to 
facilitate sustainable development in 
the region, with focus on the following 
objectives: increase the efficacy of the 
fight against environmental crime and 
expand land regularization. The priori-
ty activities in this program are:

Performance assessment of envi-
ronmental crime proceedings. The flow 
of environmental crime proceedings in 
environmental bodies, Public Ministry 
and court is assessed to identify major 
complexities, as well as to find good 
practices that can be replicated to incre-
ase the efficacy of the law in the region.

Dissemination of proceedings 
against environmental infractions in 
protected areas. Dissemination of this 
information occurs in publications that 
describe the situation of the procee-
dings, as well as in the portal www.
imazongeo.org.br, which contains in-
formation on the occurrence of environ-
mental infractions in protected areas of 
the Amazon.

Analysis of policies against illegal 
deforestation.  The performance of pu-
blic policies (inspection, application of 
punishments, credit, etc.) against defo-
restation is analyzed, also considering 
the influence of other relevant factors 
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such as price of agricultural products.
Monitoring and assessment of the 

implementation norms on land plan-
ning. Based on recent changes in federal 
and state legislation for land regulari-
zation, Imazon assesses the implemen-
tation of these norms and the efficacy of 
government programs in establishing 
property rights in the Amazon.

Dissemination. The results of the 
studies of this program are widely dis-
seminated to the legislative, executive 
and judicial powers, to the Public Mi-
nistry and to the civil society through 
publications that include books, abs-
tracts for public policies (O Estado da 
Amazônia Series and technical notes), 
in addition to disclosure of studies 
through the press and Internet. 

Coordinator Paulo Barreto. Staff: Brenda 
Brito, Elis Araújo and Marília Mesquita. 
Support: Gordon & Betty Moore Founda-
tion, Blue Moon Fund, British Government 
and Fundação Ford Escritório do Brasil

• Special project: 
   Sustainable Belém

The increasing urbanization of 
the Amazon (over 70% of the inhabi-
tants of the Amazon region are in cities) 
motivated Imazon to create a project 
on the urban environment with focus 
on Belém Metropolitan Area. The ma-
jor objectives of the Sustainable Belém 

project have been to assess the socio-
environmental situation in Belém Me-
tropolitan Area, to widely disclose the 
results and to support the formulation 
of public policies and environmental 
education actions.

In 2009, the project participated 
in the World Social Forum that took 
place in Belém. At the Urban Reform 
Tent, researchers made a presentation 
on “Sustainable Cities” that addressed 
the socioenvironmental situation of se-
veral cities and initiatives that sought 
solutions, such as the Social Network 
for Fair and Sustainable Cities.

Diagnoses. The first diagnosis was 
released in 2003 (Sustainable Belém) 
and divided into seven major themes: 
Transports, green areas and recreation, 
waste, sewage, water, visual pollution 
and noise pollution. A set of principles 
was established to promote quality of 
life for each of these themes based on 
the democratic access to resources and 
in terms of the cycles of nature.

 A second diagnosis was pu-
blished in 2008, addressing the seven 
previous themes and themes and inclu-
ding an analysis of urban forests and 
historical heritage. The publication is 
considered the most comprehensive 
socioenvironmental report ever made 
about Belém Metropolitan Area. For its 
elaboration, Imazon collected primary, 

The Belém 
Metropolitan Region 

(RMB) or Belém 
Metropolitan Area is 
made up of the cities 

of Belém, Ananindeua, 
Marituba, Benevides 

and Santa Bárbara.
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systematized and secondary informa-
tion.  Hundreds of public, private and 
civil institutions were consulted in the 
elaboration process of this report.

Itinerant exhibition. In 2009, an 
itinerant exhibition passed through all 
the municipalities of Belém Metropoli-
tan Area with the objective of taking in-
formation generated in the Sustainable 
Belém Report 2007 to a larger public. 
The exhibition summarized the infor-
mation from the book in the form of pa-
nels, workshops, videos and other artis-
tic languages to raise the awareness of 
citizens.
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• Research
-- ARTICLES IN SCIENTIFIC 
MAGAZINES
ThE BooM-ANd-BuST dyNAMICS IN 
ThE AMAZoN

PResearchers of Imazon, of the Uni-
versity of Cambridge - East Anglia 
and Imperial College of London, En-
gland, published an article in Scien-
ce magazine on the boom-and-bust 
dynamics in the Amazon and how 
human development varies across 
the deforestation frontier in the re-
gion. The article reveals that life, 
education and income expectations 
improved rapidly in municipalities 
that are initiating the deforestation 
process, when compared to the na-
tional average. However, these im-

provements are transitory, with 
all the rates declining in the post-
-frontier to levels similar to the pre-
-frontier levels. This bust reflects the 
exhaustion of the natural resources 
that supported the initial boom cor-
related to population increase.

ImazonGeo: Tool for Monitoring 
and the Conservation of the Amazon

Imazon published in the Earth 
Science Informatics magazine an article 
that presented the technology, architec-
ture, content and tools of ImazonGeo, 
geoinformation site developed by Ima-
zon.

ImazonGeo was created based on 
three principles. First, it is a system ba-
sed on architecture for spatial data in-
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It is a land use model 
recurring in the Amazon, 

in which the economy 
follows the “boom-bust” 

standard, that is, a fast and 
transitory increase in the 
income and employment 
(boom) occurs in the first 

years of the economic 
activity, followed by a 

social, economic and 
environmental bust.
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frastructure and interface created with 
free softwares and public data. It has 
a databank that stores results of pre-
-defined spatial analyses. Customized 
reports and search engines were also 
developed to facilitate the fast access 
to information by final user. Lastly, the 
system was made for the application of 
monitoring, conservation and consoli-
dation of the law, which means that the 
major objective of the site is to contri-
bute to the protection of the Amazon, 
increasing transparency of information, 
subsidizing policies and government 
actions that reduce deforestation and 
degradation in the region.

  Based on these princi-
ples, ImazonGeo integrates and organi-
zes data and information in the form of 

maps and attributes from several sour-
ces and has the municipal, state and fe-
deral governments, NGOs, journalists, 
researchers and students as its target-
-public.

 The article also describes the 
strategies used for increasing the visit 
to the site: the creation of a geowiki 
interface that allows users to insert in-
formation and provide feedback about 
the system. The second strategy is to 
offer small tutorials on the use of the to-
ols and access to information, in addi-
tion to short duration trainings and 
workshops for specific publics. Lastly, 
Imazon intends to expand ImazonGeo 
content and develop new applications 
like the models of carbon gas emission 
associated to deforestation available in 

The wiki interface allows 
several users to update a 
same information from 
different places, thereby 
making the content more 
complete and reliable. 
ImazonGeo 2.0 already 
has two  wikis tools: 
an intranet interface to 
monitor the consolidation 
of the actions against 
illegal deforestation, 
which is of restricted 
access, and another, 
open to the public, which 
allows the user to support 
actions against illegal 
deforestation in Protected 
Areas of the Amazon.idas 
na Amazônia.
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2010 (www.imazongeo.org.br).

Allocation of Seized Goods

Imazon published the article 
“Allocation of Goods Seized due to En-
vironmental Crimes in the Amazon” in 
the magazine Direito Ambiental, the 
most important publication of the seg-
ment in Brazil.

The article describes the obstacles 
identified in the allocation of seized 
goods, including the low administrative 
priority for this allocation, the scarcity 
of beneficiaries eligible for the donation 
and the lack of knowledge or dissen-
sion in the judicial sphere. Based on 
this, the study suggests improvements 
like the restructuring of inspection, the 
prioritization of sale over donation of 
goods, the preparation of environmen-
tal bodies for legal disputes, the stan-
dardization of the interpretation of ru-
les in the judicial sphere, the increased 
transparency in the accountability and 
encouragement of the fulfillment of the 
laws.

- Book ChApTERSUse of remote sen-
sing to quantify carbon in the Ama-
zon

FAO (Food and Agriculture Orga-
nization) published a book that combi-
nes several studies on the measurement 
and assessment of forest degradation. 
Imazon researchers contributed in the 
chapter on how to measure the carbon 
emitted by deforestation and forest de-
gradation through remote sensing te-
chniques. The results contribute to the 
international negotiations on REDD at 
the United Nations Framework Con-
vention on Climate Change because 
the study can offer accurate estimates 
of change in carbon stock due to forest 
degradation. Another contribution was 
the reliable information to define the 
baseline, as well as improve the moni-
toring, disclosure and verification of 
the REDD mechanisms.In the book Re-
ducing Emissions from Deforestation 
and Degradation (REDD): An Options 
Assessment Report Prepared for the 

In the book Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Degradation 
(REDD): An Options Assessment Report Prepared for the Government of 
Norway, the researcher Carlos Souza Jr. Contributed in the chapter on options 
to monitor, report and check emissions for the REDD mechanisms. The chapter 
cites Imazon’s work in the development of systems with the capacity of using 
remote sensing data, especially Landsat sensors, to detect the forest without dis-
turbance and different it from various classes of degradation and deforestation.

Characterizing and 
quantifying carbon 
stocks due to forest 

degradation is one of 
the greatest challenges 

to advancing in climate 
change negotiation 

on carbon payments 
through the REDD.



2
0

0
9

 A
ct

iv
iti

es
 R

ep
or

t 

23

LBA – Changing rates  and stan-
dards of deforestation and selective 
exploration in the Amazon

In 2009 the book that synthesi-
zed the research results of the project 
LBA – Large-Scale Biosphere-Atmos-
phere Experiment in the Amazon was 
published and Imazon contributed in 
two chapters.

 The first chapter with Imazon’s 
participation is entitled The Changing 
Rates and Patterns of Deforestation 
and Land Use in Brazilian Amazon 
and addresses one of the major the-
mes of the LBA project. The chapter 
was written in partnership with re-
searchers of INPE, Embrapa Moni-
toramento de Satélite, Goddar Space 
Flight Center (NASA) and the Univer-
sity of Santa Bárbara, in California.

 The second article entitled 
Selective Logging and its relation to 
deforestation was written in partner-
ship with IFT – Tropical Forest Insti-
tute, Carnegie Institution of Stanford, 
Woods Hole Researcher Center, of 
the United States and the Internatio-
nal Institute of Tropical Forestry, of 
Puerto Rico. This article summarizes 
the impacts of selective logging in the 
Amazon based on the field data and 
remote sensing studies. 

- ARTICLES IN CoNGRESSES ANd SyM-
poSIuMS 

Hemispherical photography to 
assess forest management quality

Imazon is pioneer in quality as-
sessment of executed management 
plans through satellite images (see the 
item Forest Management Transparency 
Bulletin of Pará, on page 35). The article 
“Hemispherical photography to vali-
date forest management quality moni-
toring” presented at the XIV Brazilian 
Remote Sensing Symposium assess the 
potential of these photographs in vali-
dating the monitoring already execu-
ted by the institute in dense forests and 
transition forest in the Legal Amazon.

 Logging in the Amazon can be 
made in two ways: managed and pre-
datory. Both forms of exploration cau-
se damages to the forest, which can be 
moderate to severe. These problems are 
generally related to canopy opening 
and therefore, quantifying these clea-
rings helps in understanding the effects 
of exploration in the microclimate and 
in the quality of the forest regeneration.

 The damages to the canopy have 
been quantified and qualified through 
field measurements and data obtained 
from remote sensors. These measure-
ments are important in determining the 
degree of degradation and the quality 
of the selective logging in the Amazon 
region. Also, when the photographic 
data is compared to studies conducted 
by Imazon, the field photographs vali-
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date the remotely conducted studies. 
The potential of this tool can also be 
observed in its use in field inspections 
by environmental bodies and therefore, 
evaluate the quality of forest manage-
ment in a simple way, relating it to the 
impacts left in the exploration sites. 

REDD and the Legal Community
 The article “suggestions for in-

volvement of the legal community in 
the discussion on Reducing Emissions 
from Deforestation and Degradation 
(REDD)” was presented at the XIV Bra-
zilian Congress on Environmental Law 
with the objectives of highlighting the 
major points of debate on the inclusion 
of REDD mechanism in international 
agreements on climate change; present 
the position of the Brazilian govern-
ment on the theme; and suggest ways 
of increasing the involvement of legal 
institutions in the REDD discussion in 
Brazil.

 The Climate Change affect the 
dynamics of the ecosystems and the 
day-to-day of several countries. Among 
the expected consequences are tempe-
rature rise, melting of glaciers, more in-
tense hurricanes, tornados and storms, 
besides longer dry seasons. There are 
also regions of the planet that will be 
flooded with the sea level rise.

In the attempt to mitigate and 
adapt to this phenomenon, several 
countries signed agreements and pro-
tocols, such as the Kyoto Protocol, with 
the objective of reducing the emission 
of greenhouse gases, which is the ma-

jor cause of the problem. As of 2005, the 
discussion on solutions to mitigate and 
adapt to the Climate Change involved 
the creation of a REDD mechanism.

Considering the importance of 
Brazil in the debate on REDD, the ar-
ticle defends that the Brazilian legal 
community should be involved in the 
discussions on the creation of this me-
chanism nationally in order for institu-
tions to become familiar with the the-
me and to speed up the elaboration of 
eventual regulations. 

 This anticipated involvement 
will also contribute to the dissemina-
tion of the theme among law professio-
nals, who will inevitably be faced with 
situations involving the need to appro-
ve REDD projects with indigenous po-
pulations, traditional communities, in 
protected areas and in other situations 
that directly involve governmental or-
ganizations. This more active involve-
ment in these discussions can commen-
ce with the creation a multi-institutional 
commission at OAB [Brazilian Bar As-
sociation], in addition to discussions at 
the Coordination and Revision Cham-
bers of the Federal Public Ministry, and 
the creation of a forum with the partici-
pation of the State Public Ministries. An 
organization of seminars by the Judges 
Association and the Federal Attorney’s 
Office is also suggested.

Integrated planning of the Conser-
vation Units of Calha Norte

The article “integrated planning 
of the State Conservation Units of Ca-
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lha Norte: Pará uniting efforts to conso-
lidate 12.8 million hectares of protected 
areas” was published at the IV Brazilian 
Congress on Conservation Units held at 
Curitiba, in Paraná.

 The article describes how the 
consortium of institutions operating 
in Calha Norte (Imazon, Imaflora, CI, 
MPEG and the Government of Pará) 
have worked in the elaboration of Ma-
nagement Plans and in the consolida-
tion of the Conservation Units of Calha 
Norte in Pará. The article also describes 
the formation and training process of 
the councils with the execution of inter-
views with all the organizations, infor-
mal groups and leaderships related to 
the Cus.

-  TEChNICAL REpoRTS
In 2009, Imazon published four 

technical reports on Structuring Project 
of the Non-Timber Forest Management 
in the Amazon of the Brazilian Micro 
and Small Business Support Service 
(Sebrae). The objective of this project is 
to promote forest management in the 
region through the development, vali-
dation and diffusion of good silvicultu-
ral and agro-industrial practices of six 
species: acai, andiroba, babassu, Brazil 
nut, copaiba and cat’s claw creeper.

 TThe report Productive Chains 
of Non-Timber Forest Species: acai, an-
diroba, babassu, Brazil nut, copaiba and 
cat’s claw creeper is the first of the se-
ries and is for data systematization and 
for the description and analysis of pro-
ductive chains of the six species of the 
project. The publication includes the si-

tuation of the Amazon in relation to the 
remaining forests, production of non-
-timber forest products (PFNM), evolu-
tion of the creation of areas for mana-
gement and identification of agents that 
directly or indirectly act in the value 
chains. The report also includes a sec-
tion for each product, describing: the 
natural occurrence, major producing 
states and municipalities, productive 
potential, major agents and production 
chain stages (harvest, milling, proces-
sing and trading).

The second report is called Good 
Forest Management Practices of non-
-timber species; acai, andiroba, babas-
su, Brazil nut, copaiba and cat’s claw 
creeper and presents in the form of a 
guide a set of good practices indicated 
for managing these species. 

 The third report, Analysis of 
Sample Units of the Structuring Pro-
ject of Non-Timber Forest Management 
in the Legal Amazon, reveals the local 
potentialities and limitations for forest 
management of non-timber products in 
the Legal Amazon.

 The last report is a Methodolo-
gical Guide for Preliminary Diagnosis 
of Local Conditions for Non-Timber 
Forest Management. The objective is to 
document and provide the collection 
procedures of data used in the entire lo-
cal diagnosis process, in this way it ena-
bles the replication and/or adaptation 
to other sample units.

Thousands of families 
are involved in the 
harvesting and processing 
of PFNM, using them in 
subsistence regime. The 
increased production 
scale and commercial use 
of these products require 
techniques to provide the 
conservation of the forests 
and their attributes and 
also special cares with the 
handling of the products, 
aiming at producer and 
consumer safety. The 
term Good Management 
Practices is attributed to 
this set of measures.
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 • Public Policies

• In 2009, Imazon joined the following 
Technical Councils and Chambers:

• Public Forest Management Council 
(consultative body of the Brazilian 
Forest Service), representing the en-
vironmental organizations. Repre-
sentative: Adalberto Veríssimo.

• Amazon Fund’s Technical Commit-
tee. Representative: Adalberto Verís-
simo

• Advisory Board of the Utinga State 
Park (in Belém, Pará). Representati-
ve: Netuno Leão.

• Sectorial Forestry Technical Cham-
ber for the State of Pará (CTSF). Re-
presentatives: André Monteiro and 
Denys Pereira.

• Environmental Chamber of the Bo-
ard of Director of FSC – Brazil Initia-
tive. Representative: Paulo Amaral.

• Climate Change Forum of Pará, as 
representative of the Climate Obser-
vatory. Representative: Brenda Bri-
to.

• Intergovernmental Executive Group 
of Terra Legal [Legal Land] Pro-
gram, as a substitute of the Sustaina-
ble Amazon Forum. Representative: 
Brenda Brito.

Technical Cooperation Agree-
ments

In 2009, a Technical Cooperation 
agreement was signed with the Gover-
nment of Pará, Federation of Industries 
of the State of Pará and the Professional 
Association of Forest Engineers of the 
State of Pará – APEF. The objective of 

this agreement was to conduct a study-
-diagnosis, technological exchange and 
presentation of proposals or actions to 
optimize the efficiency, transparency 
and speed of environmental licensing 
of economic activities in the State of 
Pará, especially in forest management 
and reforestation projects. An agree-
ment was also signed with the Secre-
tariat of Environment of Mato Grosso 
to technically support the Secretariat 
in monitoring logging activities in the 
Amazon forest areas in the State.

Imazon’s Participation in Ne-
tworks

Imazon participates in two ne-
twork initiatives: ARA and RAISG. The 
Amazon Regional Articulation (ARA) is 
a recent initiative that brings together 
about 40 NGOs operating in the Ama-
zon countries (Brazil, Bolivia, Colom-
bia, Ecuador, Peru and Venezuela). Me-
anwhile, there are still no participation 
of NGOs from Guiana, Suriname and 
French Guiana.  From Brazil, Imazon, 
ISA, Idesam and ICV participate in the 
initiative. ARA’s strategy is to support 
the formation of a regional network of 
institutions of the civil society with the 
capacity to intervene in the occupation 
dynamics of the Amazon, contributing 
in maintaining the environmental in-
tegrity (reducing deforestation and fo-
rest degradation), promoting improved 
conditions of living and respecting the 
cultural diversity of the region. ARA 
has received support from the Avina 
and Skoll Foundations. Currently, the 
Executive Director of ARA is under the 



2
0

0
9

 A
ct

iv
iti

es
 R

ep
or

t 

27

responsibility of the NGO Faro with he-
ad-office in Ecuador.

The Amazonian Georeferenced 
Socio Environmental Information Ne-
twork (RAISG) is a space for georefe-
renced socioenvironmental informa-
tion exchange and articulation, for the 
service of proceedings that positively 
connect collective rights to valorization 
and sustainability of the socioenviron-
mental diversity in the Amazon region. 
The major objective of the network sin-
ce its foundation in 1996 is to stimula-
te and enable the cooperation between 
institutions that already work with ge-
oreferenced socioenvironmental infor-
mation systems in the Amazon, using a 
methodology based on the coordination 
of joint efforts through an accumulative, 
decentralized and public process for the 
exchange, production and disclosure of 
information.

Forest Management Support Pro-
gram of Pará - PAMFLOR

O Governo do Estado do Pará assi-
noThe Pará State Government signed 
the Decree no. 1976 to institute PA-
MFLOR (Forest Management Support 
Program of Pará). This Program is the 
fruit of a joint action between the diffe-
rent forest sector operators of the state 
(Aimex, Fiepa, Uniflor, Imazon, APEF, 
IFT, Sema and Ideflor) to create a pu-
blic support system for good forest 
management projects in Pará.

 The adhesion of private compa-
nies and community and family based 
projects to PAMFLOR is voluntary. 
Those that adhere to the program have 

incentives like differentiated analysis 
inside Sema. The participants are, ho-
wever, subjected to remote monitoring 
(through the technology developed 
by Imazon) and to verification on in-
dependent fields. Also, the companies 
that adhere to PAMFLOR will receive 
training in forest management techni-
ques. 

 The objectives of PAMFLOR 
are: implement a remote monitoring 
system using satellite images to assess 
the forest management plans; adopt 
an independent verification system of 
the forest practices on the field, execu-
ted by NGOs of accredited technical 
capacity, accredited liberal professio-
nals and service providing companies 
accredited to the program; execute 
technical assistance, qualification and 
training actions in sustainable forest 
management; promote the develop-
ment of community and family forest 
management; improve the technolo-
gical standard of the forest industry; 
maintain a communication system and 
public transparency of the environ-
mental licensing process; and conduct 
social and economic studies that pro-
vide strategic information on the forest 
sector.

MP 458

The landholding regularization in 
the Amazon is a fundamental requisite 
to enable the advancement and success 
of environmental and socioeconomic 
policies in the region. It is therefore im-
portant to eliminate the lack of clarity 
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and the lack of implementation of rules 
on this subject, as the current state of 
uncertainty regarding property rights 
promotes informal occupations and en-
courages predatory practices like defo-
restation. 

To try and regularize the situation 
of occupations in the federal lands in the 
Amazon, the federal government cre-
ated the Temporary Measure (MP) no. 
458 dated February 10, 2009. Imazon as-
sessed that this MP can encourage new 
occupations and therefore proposed 
amendments. The recommendations 
indicated the exclusion of the possibi-
lity of donating continuous areas of up 
to one Fiscal Module (Article 10 of MP 
458/2009);  demand of cash payment of 
properties and exclusion of the possibi-
lity of payment of properties in up to 
20 years with three years grace; annul-
ment of the possibility of recognition of 
new possessions and granting of credit 
(present in article 29 and 30 of Act no. 
6.383/1976) to eliminate the encourage-
ment of new occupations in the region; 
stipulation of deadline for factual veri-
fication of the environmental status of 
the property through an inspection or 
satellite image analysis by the environ-
mental organization; and inclusion in 
the text of the act to be generated with 
the conversion of the MP that the lan-
dholding regularization should obey 
the state ecological-economic Zoning 
when it exists.

MP 458 became Act no. 11.952 in 

June 2009. To assess its application and 
effects, Imazon began a follow-up pro-
ject of the Legal Land program created 
to implement the new law. The project 
has the support the Department for 
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 
of the United Kingdom and the Ford-
-Escritório do Brasil Foundation.

Official Letter to the Federal Justi-
ce Council

In November, Imazon sent an offi-
cial letter to the members of the Fede-
ral Justice Council with suggestions 
to increase the presence of the federal 
justice in the Amazon. The document 
focused on the distribution and desti-
nation of 230 federal courts created by 
act 12.011/2009. Among the sugges-
tions the destination of 98 of the new 
federal courts created for the Amazon 
was highlighted as the states of the re-
gion are among those with the highest 
demand for federal courts according 
to the estimate of the Federal Justice 
Court Shortage Index (ICVJF) con-
ducted by the Federal Justice Council 
(CJF). Another suggestion was to des-
tine part of the federal courts created 
in the Amazon to the environmental 
area.

This way, the regions with high 
number of fines but with only one or 
few courts can be contemplated with 
a new environmental court, such as in 
Porto Velho, Guajará Mirim, Rio Bran-

In the beginning of 
2010, the Federal Justice 

Council voted on the 
geographical distribution 

of created courts and 
destined 42 for the 

Amazon region. The 
state of Pará remained 

with 10 new courts, 
including one specialized 
in environment in Belém. 

Six other municipalities 
of the State Estado 

(Marabá, Redenção, 
Itaituba, Paragominas, 

Santarém and Tucuruí) 
also received courts. 
Besides Belém, three 

other capitals received 
environmental courts: 

Manaus (AM), Porto 
Velho (RO) and São Luís 

(MA).
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co, Sinop, Marabá, Palmas and Santa-
rém. The regions with high number of 
fines and with no courts can receive at 
least one court, even if not specialized, 
such as Paragominas and São Félix do 
Xingu, in Pará, and Alta Floresta, in 
Mato Grosso.

Partnership with the Public Mi-
nistry for monitoring of protected are-
as

Imazon has an agreement with 
State and Federal Public Ministries of 
the states of the Legal Amazon to speed 
up actions against illegal deforestation 
in protected areas using the SAD, de-
tecting the illegal deforestation in these 
areas in almost real time.  In turn, the 
State and Federal Public Ministries use 
this information to make environmen-
tal organizations execute field checks 
of the deforestation and also follow-
-up the process of accountability for the 
environmental crimes in the protected 
areas. Imazon itself generates the Com-
plaints and sends them to the State and 
Federal Public Ministries to speed up 
the adoption of provisions to prevent 
the deforestation in the protected are-
as. In 2009, 75 deforestation complaints 
were sent to the Public Ministry. From 
this total, 44 were directed to the State 
Public Ministry and 31 to the Federal 
Public Ministry. Since the beginning 
of the partnership in November 2007, 

Imazon sent 220 complaints of cases 
of illegal deforestation in the Protected 
Areas in Pará.

Federal Public Ministry – PA cites 
Imazon data on Public Civil Actions

The Federal Public Ministry – PA 
used Imazon’s data related to the col-
lection of fines of environmental crimes 
in the Amazon in Public Civil Action 
immediately demanding for a maxi-
mum of three Federal Attorneys at the 
Specialized Federal Attorney’s Office at 
the Chico Mendes Institute in Pará or 
the placement of 10 Federal Attorneys 
as an ideal maximum for the Speciali-
zed Federal Attorney’s Office at Iba-
ma/PA, as well as nominating two new 
Federal Attorneys for the vacant posts 
at the Specialized Federal Attorney’s 
Office at Ibama/PA. The citation is sho-
wn below: “the lowest collection in re-
lation to the amount applied (…) dras-
tically reduces the potential damage to 
the transgressor caused by the inspec-
tion. In the work executed by Imazon 
in 2004, it was observed that 20% of the 
transgressors answered for 80% of the 
total amount of the fines, that is, res-
ponsible for major part of the environ-
mental impact caused in the Region”.

Another Public Civil Action that 
used Imazon’s data was related to the 
operation of cold-storage rooms in the 
Amazon that were co-responsible for 

A complaint is every 
notice of irregularity 
communicated to the 
Public Ministry. Any 
citizen can make a 
complaint to the Federal 
Public Ministry by writing 
or made personally at 
the attorney’s office. The 
complaint can also be 
made by legal entities, 
private entities, entities 
of class, civil associations 
or public administration 
organizations. The Public 
Ministry then conducts 
an investigation of the 
complaint. 

In 2008, Imazon signed 
agreements of technical 
cooperation with the 
Federal Public Ministry 
of Pará and the State 
Public Ministries 
of Pará, Roraima, 
Amapá and Mato 
Grosso, in addition to 
partnerships with the 
State Secretariats of 
Environment of Pará 
and Mato Grosso. 
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damages caused to the environment by 
already charged agricultural and lives-
tock companies. The data used are on 
the advancement of deforestation in the 
Amazon region, with the correlation 
between the drop in deforestation and 
the drop in prices of livestock products 
(cattle and soy) and the deforestation 
data contained in the Forest Manage-
ment Transparency Bulletin of the State 
of Pará, in which the following excerpt 
is highlighted: “In Pará, the deforesta-
tion detected by the Deforestation Alert 
System (SAD) reached 65 square kilo-
meters in the first three months of 2008 
(January to March). This value was 
more than double the deforested area 
during the same period in 2007 when it 
totaled 28 square kilometers.”

Recommendations of the Federal 
Public Ministry – PA to Sema

The MPF – PA recommended Sema 
to adopt 42 measures to avoid the we-
aknesses of the inspection system from 
continuing to allow the operation of 
groups that “falsify” the documenta-
tion of illegal products, making their 
trade apparently legal. According to 
MPF, Sema-PA needs to improve its da-
tabank and disclose the granted autho-
rizations on the Internet. Some of the 42 
measures are based on Imazon resear-
chers and suggestions, which showed 
in studies the high number of approved 
Management Plans in previously defo-
rested, explored areas with recent pre-
sence of fires or even without logging 
potential.

The recommendations included: 
requesting information from Ibama on 
the previous existence of deforestation, 
exploration or any other irregularity in 
the intended area before approving any 
sustainable forest Management Plan 
(PMFS) and promoting the integration 
between SIMLAM and external syste-
ms, especially DETER and PRODES of 
Inpe and SAD of Imazon to provide 
them with information on deforested 
areas and the DETEX, of INPE, with in-
formation on areas with previous selec-
tive exploration.

CUs in Calha Norte
In 2009 Imazon and other partners 

(see article on page 25) published a Me-
thodological Guide for the Elaboration 
of Management Plans of State Conserva-
tion Units of Pará that establishes three 
chapters for the documents, namely: 
General Aspects of the CU, Diagnostics 
of the CU and Planning of the CU (see 
outline on page 31).

The Executive Summaries for the 
Management Plan of each CU will be 
elaborated with the objective of infor-
ming the technical public. These sum-
maries will contain the characterization 
and diagnostics of the CU and its co-
verage area; zoning of the CU and the 
Thematic Management Programs of the 
CU. Primers will also be provided to the 
general public in an accessible language, 
with maps of the CU of the state of Pará; 
the general characteristics of the CU, the 
related legislations, the environmental 
and socio-economical characterization, 
besides the zoning and diagram of the 

Cover of the 
Methodological Guide 

Cover of the 
Methodological 

Guide The MPF – PA 
created a permanent 
discussion forum on 

the forest and logging 
sector. Imazon was 

invited to be a part of 
this group.
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Management programs. The publishing 
of the Management Plans of the Faro, 
Paru and Trombeta Flotas is forecasted 
to occur until June 2010.

Imazon also contributed with Ima-
flora in the formation of the Advisory 
Boards of the Faro, Trombetas and Paru 
Flotas, developed a methodology for the 
elaboration of maps of logging and com-
munity reach and concluded the zoning 
of the three Flotas of the region.

Paragominas: Green City
PHASE 2

Still in 2008, Imazon signed an 
agreement with Sema (Pará) and the Pa-
ragominas City Hall for the elaboration 
and support of the execution of a pro-
gram against deforestation in the city. 
The project called “Paragominas Muni-
cípio Verde” [Paragominas Green City] 
also contemplated efforts in environmen-
tal registration of rural properties and the 
development of economic alternatives 
based on forest management, reforesta-
tion and intensification of the good agri-
cultural and livestock practices.

 In 2009, Imazon monitored the 
deforestation and provided monthly data 
to the Paragominas City Hall. Also, a new 
technical cooperation agreement was sig-
ned, which included the NGO TNC with 
the responsibility of providing tools and 
personnel for the georeferenced registra-
tion of the properties.

The Socioeconomic and Forest 
Diagnosis of the City of Paragominas 
was concluded and disclosed by Imazon.  
The diagnostics reveal that the existing 

georeferenced land information basis of 
the city covers 42% of the area of Para-
gominas, which is equivalent to 810,290 
hectares. Therefore, there is a georefe-
renced information gap for 1.12 million 
hectares (58% of the total area). Another 
highlighted information is that Parago-
minas currently has 748 thousand hecta-
res (38.7% of the city) of areas where the 
forest was completely removed (shallow 
cut) and 130 thousand hectares (6.8%) of 
highly degraded forest areas, totaling 878 
thousand hectares of deforestation and 
degradation, equivalent to 45% of its area.

 The goal at the end of this project 
is for Paragominas to be considered both 
in the state and in the national scene as an 
example of a more sustainable city.  The 
model to be implemented in this project 
should serve to guide the local and regio-
nal development processes of the 

Amazon.

Policy of minimum prices for non-
-timber forest products

The Guaranteed Minimum Price 
Policy is established by the government 
for regional crops and has the objecti-
ve of guaranteeing a minimum income 
to the farmer or producer in the case of 
excess supply of the product.   Imazon, 
through the weekly disclosure on the 
institutional page on the Internet and 
on the radio program Clube do Campo 
of Rádio Clube of Pará, has helped in 
the establishment of this policy for non-
-timber forest products.

Know more about the radio pro-
gram on page 35.

Between January and 
June, deforestation spots 
were not detected in 
Paragominas. In July, 
six spots were detected 
(2 inside the city and 
4 on the border with 
Ulianópolis). All the spots 
were field validated in an 
inspection operation by 
the Municipal Secretariat 
of Environment. In the 
second semester, nine 
more spots were detected 
in the city. According to 
Inpe (National Institute 
for Space Research), the 
deforestation dropped 
43% between March 2008 
and March 2009..

In march 2010, the 
city of Paragominas 
was taken off the 
Deforestation List 
created in 2007 
by the Ministry of 
Environment.
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Statement against environmental 
policy disarticulation

On June 4, the day before the World 
Environment Day, 22 NGOs, including 
Imazon, signed a statement addressed 
to the society against the disarticulation 
of the Brazilian environmental policy. In 
synthesis, the statement addresses the 
extreme concern of the signatory orga-
nizations with the course of the Brazilian 
socioenvironmental policy and states 
that we are experiencing a moment whe-
re attempt is being made to disarticulate 
the legal and administrative framework 
of environmental protection arduously 
built by the society in the last decades. 
The major objective of the statement is to 
call on all Brazilian citizens to reflect on 
the options being made by the authori-
ties. Read the full statement at the end of 
this report (Annex 1).

Climate Observatory

In 2009, Imazon became part of 
the Executive Support Board of the Cli-
mate Observatory alongside TNC, CI 
and SPVS (Society for Wildlife Resear-
ch and Environmental Education). The 
new coordination is O Boticário Foun-
dation for Nature Protection. The Getú-
lio Vargas Foundation continues to be 
the facilitator of the Observatory and 
also the manager of resources collected 
for the group’s initiative.

 
In 2008, The most active NGOs 

in the group elaborated a document to 

contribute with the approval of a law 
on national environmental policy at the 
national congress. This document was 
submitted to deputies during an event 
in November 2008 and in 2009 the De-
puty Rocha Loures presented a new 
project for this law based on the docu-
ment of the Climate Observatory – a 
first victory of the group. Also, in June 
24, 2009 the Climate Observatory orga-
nized a Round Table Towards COP-15, 
with the presence of representatives of 
the Ministry of External Affairs, Minis-
try of Environment and the Ministry 
of Science and Technology. During the 
occasion, the Observatory members 
submitted to the government and pu-
blished the Manifesto for a consistent 
position of the Brazilian government in 
the face of climate change (Annex 2).

Macro Zoning of the Amazona

TThree publications of Imazon 
were used as reference by the Ministry 
of environment to discuss the macro-
-zoning of the Amazon.

“The advancement of the endoge-
nous roads in the Amazon”, “Livestock 
Breeding and Deforesting in the Ama-
zon in a Time of Climate Change” and 
“The Impunity of environmental crimes 
in protected areas in the Amazon”. 

• Dissemination
Raisg Map

OThe 2009 Amazon map is the 
first product of the Amazonian Geore-
ferenced Socio Environmental Informa-http://raisg.

socioambiental.org.
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tion Network (RAISG), which involves 
research institutions, governmental ins-
titutions and the civil society of Brazil, 
Peru, Bolivia, Ecuador, Venezuela, Co-
lombia and French Guiana, including 
Imazon. The publication had the prima-
ry objective of contributing to overcome 
fragmented visions and promote initia-
tives and integrated national and inter-
national processes, which collaborate in 
the consolidation of protected areas and 
indigenous territories, as an expressive 
part of the solution for the conservation 
and sustainable use of this ecosystem.
ImazonGeo 2.0

ImazonGeo is now in version 2.0 
with new functions. The major func-
tion is a new layer of incorporated 
analyses: Environmental Violations in 

Protected Areas. In this layer, the user 
has access to data collected directly 
from Ibama on location, characteriza-
tion and status of environmental vio-
lation cases in these areas. Furthermo-
re, ImazonGeo enables different types 
of analyses from this information, 
such as rankings of States per value of 
environmental fines in protected are-
as or federal Conservation Units per 
quantity of administrative proceedin-
gs, besides the several other options 
according to the user’s interest.

 
ImazonGeo 2.0 can also present 

the technical cooperation Complaints 
made to the State and Federal Public 
Ministries of the Legal Amazon (see 
page 26). These criminal complaints 



2
0

0
9

 A
ct

iv
iti

es
 R

ep
or

t 

34

are elaborated by Imazon after detec-
ting deforestations in the Protected 
Areas through SAD. After, these are 
passed on to attorneys that execute 
the procedures relevant to the cases. 
The information on the steps taken 
by the Public Ministries become pu-
blic when an environmental lawsuit 
is filed.  To know more about a Com-
plaint made by Imazon, simply click 
on the R icon on ImazonGeo.  Visit: 
www.imazongeo.org.br.

Prices of non-timber products, 
acai market on rádio clube 

Imazon participated in 50 progra-
ms of the Clube do Campo [Country 
Club] of Rádio Clube AM, to disclose 
the weekly prices of non-timber forest 
products like acai and andiroba and co-
paiba oils. Also, Imazon co-organized 
the execution of two debates on the 
program Clube do Campo: “Acai pro-
duction and market of in Belém” con-
ducted in April and “Phytosanitary 
precautions in the harvest and proces-
sing of acai”, conducted in November.

Imazon and Google Partnership

The Clube do Campo 
program can be heard 

live on Sundays at 7 
o’clock in the morning

on the frequency 
690 khz AM in Pará; 
through the radio’s 

website (www. 
radioclubedopara.

com. br); and on the 
television channel 402 

on Sky subscription.  It 
is estimated that 85% 

of the people of the 
state of Pará have their 

radios on listening to 
the program. 

During the Copenhagen Con-
ference, Google presented a platform 
prototype for monitoring forests that in-
cluded the Deforestation Alarm System 
(SAD) of Imazon and CLASlite, of the 
Carnegie Institution for Science (Univer-
sity of Stanford). This system has speed 
as its main advantage because the cloud 
computing power of Google reduces the 
processing time to a few seconds. The 
objective of the platform is to speed up 
the detection of illegal logging and ena-
ble the action of institutions responsible 
for applying the law, thereby avoiding 
more deforestation. Another advantage 
is the easy use and low costs: the online 
platform offers easy access to data, algo-
rithms and power from any web browser 
and reduces the complexity for tropical 
countries to monitor their forests, in addi-
tion to safety, privacy and transparency 
to share data and results, enabling the 
collaboration and presentation of data to 
the public.

Forest Transparency

In 2009, Imazon optimized its 
deforestation monitoring activities in 
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the entire Legal Amazon. The system 
used to generate the bulletins evolved 
to SAD 3.0 Beta, which has a graphic 
interface that makes the work simpler.

 Eleven (11) bulletins were publi-
shed with data from January to Novem-
ber 2009. The bulletins had wide reper-
cussion in the media, placing Imazon as 
one of the main sources of information 
on deforestation in the Legal Amazon. 
The bulletins caught the attention of go-
vernors and the society to deforestation 
numbers and to the creation of public 
policies.

Forest Management Transparency

The first edition of the Forest Ma-
nagement Transparency Bulletin had 
the objective of disclosing the logging 
situation in the State of Pará between 
2007 and 2008.

 
The assessment consisted in the 

estimate of the explored area and in the 
verification of the timber harvesting au-
thorizations (AUTEF), of credits issued 
by SEMA – PA and the quality of the fo-
rest management execution in the areas 

authorized for exploration. The mana-
gement monitoring system was execu-
ted together with Simlam (SEMA), Sis-
flora and the analysis of satellite images 
generated by the Logging Monitoring 
System - SIMEX, developed by Ima-
zon to monitor forest management and 
unauthorized logging. The system uses 
Landsat 5 images (30 meters of space 
resolution) to detect selective logging. 
The system started operating in 2009 
for Pará and will be expanded to Mato 
Grosso in 2010. The disclosure of the 
Forest Management Bulletin was based 
on the special report on the newspaper 
Folha de São Paulo for the society at lar-
ge and strategic actors. An English ver-
sion of the bulletin was also published. 

 
Southern Amazon Bulletin

The first edition of the Southern 
Amazon Forest Cover Monitoring Bul-
letin was published and it consisted of 
the cities of Apuí, Boca do Acre, Canu-
tama, Humaitá, Lábrea, Manicoré and 
Nova Aripuanã. With this bulletin, it 
was possible to know the regional situ-
ation as it summarized the information 
on where the deforestation was found, 
the fire spots and opening of unofficial 
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An article is considered 
a reproduction when 

a smaller vehicle, such 
as a blog, fully copies 
a news from a larger 

vehicle (an agency) and 
cites the source. 

very year Imazon is conso-
lidated as a source of information 
about the Amazon in the press. 
In 2009, there were 633 original 
insertions and 1,145 registered 
reproductions, a total of 1,778 ar-
ticles on all types of vehicles as 
shown in Table 1.

Several topics were hi-
ghlighted in the media in 2009, 
among which are: deforestation, 
livestock breeding, landholding 
regularization, environmen-
tal crimes, among others. The 
institute’s publications had a 
wide repercussion in the media, 
with highlights on the books 
“Como prevenir e punir infra-
ções ambientais em áreas pro-
tegidas na Amazônia?” [How 
to prevent and punish environ-
mental violations in protected 
areas in the Amazon?], “A Im-
punidade de Crime Ambientais 
em Áreas Protegidas Federais 
na Amazônia” [Impunity of En-
vironmental Crime in Federal 
Protected Areas in the Amazon] 
and the publication of the series 
O Estado da Amazônia “Os Ris-
cos e os Princípios para a Regula-
rização fundiária na Amazônia” 

Imazon in 
the Media [The Amazon State – The Risks and the 

Principles for Landholding regulariza-
tion in the Amazon].

 
There were 20,658 downloads of 

publications made from Imazon’s page 
on the Internet. Table 2 shows the ten 
first publications of this ranking.

 Website. It was the medium 
with the highest number of original 
insertions, in a total of 267 insertions. 
It had a wide disclosure on important 
sites like G1 (Globo Amazônia), Portal 
Terra, UOL and environment speciali-
zed sites like Amazônia.org and O Eco.

 Newspaper. There were 145 
original insertions in important news-
papers like Folha de São Paulo (22 in-
sertions) and O Estado de São Paulo (15 
insertions) and in regional newspapers 
like O Liberal, Diário do Pará and Diá-
rio de Cuiabá. 

 Agency. Imazon was consulted 
by important news agencies, with hi-
ghlights on BBC Brasil, Agência Brasil 
and Reuters, totaling 84 original inser-
tions that were widely reproduced in 
several vehicles.

 Television. The Imazon resear-
chers granted 72 interviews to distin-
guished programs like Bom Dia Brasil, 
of TV Globo and Jornal da Record. The-
se news broadcasters have audiences of 
over 20 million spectators.

 Radio. The participation in 44 
radio programs was catalogued, with 
highlights to the special report on de-
forestation made by the German radio 
station Deutsche Welle. 

E
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Table 1. Insertions per vehicle.

Tipo de Veículo N° de inserções 
Website 267
Print 145
Agency 84
TV 72
Radio 44
Magazine 21
Total original 633
Total 
Reproductions 1.145

Table 2. Ranking of downloads.

Publication Quantity
A Pecuária e o Desmatamento na Amazônia na Era das Mudanças Cli-
máticas [Livestock breeding and deforesting in the Amazon in a time of 
climate change]

1.292

Floresta para Sempre: Um Manual para a Produção de Madeira na Ama-
zônia [Forest Forever: A Handbook for Timber Production in the Ama-
zon] 

938

Sustainable Belém 2007 788
A Impunidade de Crimes Ambientais em Áreas Protegidas Federais na 
Amazônia [The Impunity of Environmental Crimes in Federal Protected 
Areas in the Amazon] 

680

Quem é Dono da Amazônia: Uma Análise do Recadastramento de Imó-
veis Rurais [Who Owns The Amazon: An Analysis of the Re-Titling of 
Rural Properties]  

671

Como Prevenir e Punir Infrações Ambientais em Áreas Protegidas na 
Amazônia? [How to Prevent and Punish Environmental Violations in 
Protected Areas in the Amazon?] 

537

General Total 1.778

Os Riscos e os Princípios para Regularização Fundiária na Amazônia 
[The Risks and the Principles for Landholding Regularization in the 
Amazon]

413

Frutíferas e Plantas Úteis na Vida Amazônica [Fruit Trees and Useful 
Plants in Amazonian Lives] 410

Guia para o Manejo Florestal Comunitário [A Guide For Community 
Forest Management] 388

Transparência Florestal da Amazônia Legal [Forest Transparency of the 
Legal Amazon] (July 2009) 376

Total Publications 14.165
Total de Publicações 20.658
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roads in the region, all in a simple man-
ner through graphs, tables and maps 
destined for the local communities. In 
the first bulletin, the analysis began in 
August 2006 and went up to July 2009.

The bulletins are disclosed every 
six months and are an initiative of the 
Institutional Strengthening in Southern 
Amazon Consortium, which has IEB, 
Imazon, Kanindé, CSF and ACT – Bra-
sil as partners.

Eventos
►FAIRS
World Social Forum
Imazon participated in the World 

Social Forum (WSF) held in Belém in Ja-
nuary 2009. The Sustainable Belém project 
executed the pre-launch of the Itinerant 
Exhibition at the Urban Reform Tent, space 
chosen to integrate with social movements, 
institutions engaged in fights for urban re-
forms and public interests. The exhibition 
received 2,100 visitors. The lecture “Sustai-
nable Cities” also occurred and it addressed 
the socioenvironmental situation of diffe-
rent cities, besides the ongoing initiatives, 
such as the Social Network for Fair and 
Sustainable Cities, Healthy Cities, Green 
City, among others.

 The Sustainable Amazon Forum 
co-organized the seminar on Sustainable 
Connections: São Paulo – Amazon in par-
tnership with the Nossa São Paulo Move-
ment. In addition to these activities, Imazon 
divided its stand with IEB and Imaflora at 
the Institutional Fair that took place in pa-
rallel with the WSF activities.

43rd Agropec
The 43rd Agricultural and Cattle 

Raising Fair of Paragominas occurred in 

August 2009.  Imazon and the partners of 
the Paragominas Green City project (inclu-
ding City Hall and the Union of Rural Pro-
ducers) organized a stand on the project to 
disclose it, present preliminary results and 
instruct rural producers interested in the 
Rural Environmental Registration (CAR). 
The estimated public was about 20 thou-
sand persons per day.

Wood Fair
In October, Imazon participated as 

an exhibitor at the VIII Machines, Furnitu-
re and Wood Sector Products Fair known as 
the 2009 Wood Fair in Belém. The Fair was 
held at the Amazon Convention and Fair 
Center – Hangar and destined for experts, 
businessmen, academics and representati-
ves of the timber production chain. It had 
a movement of about 20 million businesses 
and received 15,000 visitors. The Imazon 
stand was courtesy of the Fair organizer, 
Aimex.

►PUBLIC HEARINGS
Em abril, o pesquisador Paulo 

BarretIn April, the researcher Paulo 
Barreto participated in the Public Hea-
ring of the Federal Senate on landhol-
ding regularization in the Amazon. He 
lectured on Environmental and Agri-
cultural and Agrarian Reform Commis-
sions of the Senate and showed that the 
Temporary Measure 458 can be nega-
tive for maintaining various subsidies 
and encouraging illegal occupation of 
the region (see item MP 458 on page 
27). In the lecture, Barreto also sugges-
ted the elimination of these subsidies, 
demanding the down payment and ma-
rket price of the lands and recommen-
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ded that the money collected should be 
destined for a landholding and envi-
ronmental fund of the agrarian reform 
settlements and the protected areas.

 Also in April, the researcher 
Adalberto Veríssimo was one of the 
speakers of the public hearing sum-
moned by the 11 Federal Senate Com-
missions to discuss the proposal of 
change of the Forest Code made by the 
National Agricultural Confederation. 
The presentation made by Veríssimo 
was based on three arguments: first, 
to not allow change in the legislation 
that encourage new deforestation in the 
Amazon; second, to cease the defores-
tation and advance in the reforestation 
process of the environmental change of 
the rural properties (both Legal Reser-
ve and Permanent Preservation Area); 
and lastly, to use the EEZ instrument to 
handle the adaptation of the environ-
mental change in the Amazon and not 
through the change of the Forest Code.

 In May, an Amazon Vigil was 
organized by the Amazon Forever 
Movement and by the Climate Chan-
ge, Environmental and Human Rights 
Committees of the Federal Senate. As 
part of the vigil programming in defen-
se of the conservation of the Amazon, 
experts addressed the strategic impor-
tance of the Amazonian ecosystem and 
talked about initiatives to develop it in 
a sustainable manner. Paulo Barreto 
was present and defended the execu-
tion of landholding regularization that 
charges for land use in the Amazon and 
the allocation of resources to finance 
conservation activities of the forest. He 

also defended the more productive use 
of the already deforested areas being 
made easier.

►LECTURES
Carlos Souza Jr. was invited 

to lecture on the event: Forest Area 
Change Assessment on monitoring fo-
rest degradation with remote sensing 
organized by the National Space Re-
search Institute in February 2009. He 
also participated in several meetings 
with scientists of the remote sensing 
area to present the construction pro-
posal of a tropical forest collaborative 
monitoring system.

 Paulo Amaral gave a lecture at 
the opening of two important semi-
nars on forests. In April, he lectured 
at the Seminar “Support to Commu-
nity Management and Adding Value 
to Extractivist Products” promoted by 
Ideflor in conjunction with Ipam. In 
the presentation, the research addres-
sed the challenges of the forest pro-
ducts to access markets and based 
them on information on PFNM pro-
ducts and the radio program made 
by Imazon. In July, he performed the 
opening conference the I Roraima Fo-
rest Policy Forum. The topics addres-
sed in the lecture were: the challenges 
of the state for environmental adapta-
tion, and the main incentive policies 
of the federal government in the fo-
rest sector.

 In October 2009, Brenda Brito 
lectured to ambassadors of the Eu-
ropean Union countries in Brazil in 
a visit to Pará, organized by the Sta-
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te Government. The objective of the 
committee was to expand the un-
derstanding on the reality of the Sta-
te. During the occasion, the research 
presented the Imazon’s overview on 
the challenges that the Amazonian re-
gion faces, especially those connected 
to the boom-bust model. Brenda also 
presented some Imazon projects that 
seek to use and maximize opportuni-
ties to revert the boom-bust standard, 
including: increased forest transpa-
rency with SAD, Green City project 
in Paragominas, and the partnership 
for the elaboration of Management 
Plans in Calha Norte. The researcher 
also participated in the 14th Brazilian 
Congress of Environmental Law. At 
the Green Planet General Assembly, 
there was an election for a new board 
of directors. Carlos Teodoro Iriga-
ray was elected as the new president 
(2009 – 2011) and Brenda was elected 
for the Amazon Board alongside Pa-
trícia Amorim, Ubiratan Cazetta and 
José Heder Benatti.

 Adalberto Veríssimo was one 
of the table speakers on the Amazon 
organized by the Brazilian Science 
Academy in held São Paulo. The se-
minar organized by the Academy is 
an initiative to discuss and propose a 
science and technology-based sustai-
nable development program for the 
Amazon. Veríssimo also participa-
ted in the seminar “one year after the 
crisis: what changed in the Brazilian 
economic agenda” organized by CIN-
DES (Center of Studies on Integration 
and Development) at a roundtable on 

environment, climate agenda and the 
Amazon. 

 In March 2009 Paulo Barreto 
lectured to a delegation from Den-
mark on a visit to Brazil, made up of 
members of the parliament and em-
ployees of the Danish government. 
Barreto explained the facts that con-
tribute to deforestation, the success 
of policies against deforestation ap-
plied in 2008 and on the importance 
of complementary policies that pro-
mote forest conservation, such as the 
payment for environmental services 
in the context of climate change ne-
gotiations. The researcher also par-
ticipated in the public inquiry deba-
ting on “The future of the Brazilian 
forests” organized by the Office of the 
Attorney General. The event had the 
objective of showing to the deputies 
the concerns on the law projects that 
weaken the environmental protection, 
especially the Forest Code. The public 
included deputies, the minister of the 
High Court of Justice, attorneys and 
representatives of NGOs.

► Preparations for COP 15 
In April, Brenda Brito, researcher 

and coordinator of the “Climate Chan-
ge” program, participated of the Clima-
te Change Talks: Seventh session of the 
AWG-KP and fifth session of AWG-LCA, 
held at Bonn (Germany), one of the pre-
paratory meetings of the Climate Change 
Convention for the COP-15 that occurred 
at Copenhagen (Denmark) in December. 
The invitation came from WRI that held 
a side event in which Brenda participa-
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ted as a lecturer and presented the scope 
of the Forest Governance project develo-
ped by WRI, Imazon and ICV.

 In October, Brenda participated 
in the Roundtable discussion on climate 
change, forests and governance in Ban-
gkok, Thailand. The event organized by 
WRI was to raise the discussion on the 
importance of actions to improve the 
forest governance in countries with po-
tential for REDD mechanisms. The event 
also served to present the preliminary 
results of the Forest Governance Initiati-
ve project developed in conjunction with 
WRI, ICV and Indonesian NGOs.

►COP-15

Imazon participated in several 
events at the 15th United Nations Fra-
mework Convention on Climate Chan-
ge (COP-15) at Copenhagen, Denmark, 
which occurred from December 7 to 
December 18, 2009. This participation 
marked the admission of Imazon as an 
official observatory organization at the 
United Nations Framework Conven-
tion on Climate Change.  The Imazon 
delegation consisted of five researchers: 
Brenda Brito, Carlos Souza Jr., Pau-
lo Amaral, Paulo Barreto and Priscilla 
Santos.

On December 10 Imazon orga-
nized its first official side event at a 

Brenda Brito coordinated Imazon’s side event at Cop 15 in Copenhagen (Denmark)
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COP of the Climate Convention. The 
seminar “Making it happen: monito-
ring forest emissions and governance 
to achieve REDD” had the presence of 
140 persons, among which were scien-
tists, journalists and representatives of 
delegations from different countries. 
The purpose of the event was to discuss 
relevant themes for the discussions on 
Reducing Emissions from Deforesta-
tion and Forest Degradation:  (1) the 
existence of reliable methodologies su-
fficient enough to establish baselines 
and monitor forest carbon emissions, 
theme addressed in the first panel of 
the event, and (2) the possibility of as-
sessing and monitoring the forest go-
vernance situation to guide and aid in 
the implementation of REDD.

Also on the 10th, the researcher 
Paulo Barreto lectured on livestock 
raising and deforestation in the Ama-
zon at the events “Reducing Emissions 
from Deforestation Cattle Ranching in 
the Brazilian Amazon”, with the par-
ticipation of NPE, FFDP and National 
Wildlife Federation representatives and 
on December 12 in the “Agriculture and 
Rural Development Day ” at the Uni-
versity of Copenhagen. The Researcher 
also participated in a side event titled 
“Livestock sector evolution: trade-offs 
with food, feed and biofuels and solu-
tions to deforestation” at Bella Center. 
In his presentations, Barreto focused on 
the deforestation reduction initiatives 
and the obstacles involved in the gro-
wth of the livestock sector, as well as 

Paulo Barreto lectures on cattle ranching in the Amazon (Cop-15)
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the challenges to more sustai-
nable ranching in the Brazilian 
Amazon.

Carlos Souza Jr. Partici-
pated in the event “New Te-
chnologies for Forest Moni-
toring” organized by Google, 
in which the Earth Engine, a 
platform developed to help in 
monitoring world forests, was 
presented. At the event, Carlos 
explained how the Imazon’s 
Deforestation Alert System 
is integrated in this platform. 
Despite the platform being 
launched in its test phase, Goo-
gle and partner organizations 
continue collaborating to pro-
vide it in the most extensive 
manner.

 On December 11, the 
researcher Brenda Brito pre-
sented Imazon’s project “Cre-
ating Bases for Socioenviron-
mental Management of Critical 
Cities of Deforestation in Pará” 
approved by the Amazon Fund 
at the space of the Brazilian de-
legation at COP-15.  Brenda hi-
ghlighted Imazon’s major con-
tributions during its 19 years 
of existence and presented the 
major activities of the project, 
which will have a 3-year dura-
tion. The objective of this pro-
ject is to reduce carbon emis-
sions due to deforestation and 
degradation in 11 cities in Pará, 

Carlos Souza Jr presents the SAD integrated to the Google platform.
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covering an area of 66 thousand km2.
Sustainable Amazon Forum
With two years of activity and 

associates from different social seg-
ments, the Sustainable Amazon Forum 
plays an important political role in the 
articulation of the Brazilian society to 
promote discussions on sustainable 
development, infrastructure and clima-
te change. In 2009 the Forum debated 
these and other topics with different 
publics in Brasília, São Paulo and Rio 
Branco. To end the year, it held the III 
Annual Meeting of its members in Be-
lém on October 28 and 29.  Among the 
activities of 2009 were launches made 
in Brasília and Rio Branco, wide disse-
mination of the Letter of Principles for 
REDD and seminars in São Paulo and 
Belém. 

The Forum was launched at the 
federal capital in March 2009 with the 
theme “Infrastructure and Sustainabili-
ty in the Amazon”, with the participa-
tion of over 170 persons, including re-
presentatives of the Presidency, Special 
Secretary for Strategic Affairs, Inpe, in 
addition to deputies and senators. In 
August, the Forum arrived in Rio Bran-
co (AC) to debate on REDD with the 
forest people. 250 People participated 
in the event, representing all the cities 
of Acre. At the occasion, the governor 
of Acre announced the guidelines of an 
environmental service incentive pro-
gram. With this, Acre became pioneer 
in the definition of a state program for 
Reducing Emissions from Deforesta-
tion and Degradation (REDD), inclu-
ding the management and conservation 

services.
►REDD LETTER
REDD (Reducing Emissions from 

Deforestation and Degradation) was a 
theme that received special attention 
from the Forum in 2009. To influence the 
Brazilian position during the COP 15 in 
December at Denmark, the Forum led the 
elaboration of the Letter of Principles for 
REDD together with 120 representatives 
of different social segments in São Paulo 
on three occasions.

 
The REDD Letter was widely dis-

closed and registered at the Ministry of 
Environment (MMA), of Science and Te-
chnology (MCT) and of Foreign Affairs 
(MRE). At MRE, representatives of the 
Executive Board and GT3 of the Forum 
took the letter to the Head of the Division 
for Environmental Policy and Sustaina-
ble Development and also to the Ambas-
sador and Sub-Secretary General for Stra-
tegic Affairs. Still in 2009, the Executive 
Board of the Forum received an official 
letter from the Ministry of Environment 
thanking it for the contribution and effort 
of the Forum in the matter and indicating 
that the observations made were incorpo-
rated in the Brazilian position at COP-15.

►SEMINARS
Sustainable Connections in the 

World Social Forum (WSF)
NIn the WSF programming, there 

was the seminar “São Paulo - Amazon 
Sustainable Connections”, an initiative 
of the Nossa São Paulo Movement and 
the Sustainable Amazon Forum, had 
great prominence.  Approximately 200 

The booklet “Forum and 
the Climate Change” 

summaries the efforts made 
by the forum to influence 

the Brazilian climate agenda. 
The complete publication 

can be downloaded at www.
forumamazoniasustentavel.

org.br
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persons were present and watched the 
presentation of Leonardo Sakamoto 
(Repórter Brasil) and Marques Casara 
(Papel Social) on the study “Who be-
nefits from the destruction of the Ama-
zon”, with damage indicators from ir-
regularities in the production chain of 
soy, timber and livestock.

 Green Arch and Legal Land / 
Forest Concessions

In June, the Sustainable Amazon 
Forum organized two seminars in Be-
lém in conjunction with the Federation 
of Industries of Pará (Fiepa). The first, 
organized to present the Green Arch 
operation and Legal Land program, had 
the support of Uniflor and Aimex and 
the presence of representatives of the 
Secretariat of Environment of Pará, the 
Ministry of Environment (MMA) and 
the Ministry  of Agrarian Development 
(MDA). The second seminar discussed 
the Forest Concessions and had the su-
pport of Aimex, PFCA, APEF, Uniflor 
and the Brazilian Forest Service. 

 Brazil and the Climate Change

Considered one of the most im-
portant events of the Brazilian climate 
agenda in 2009, this seminar marked an 
inedited movement of 22 big Brazilian 
companies that, through the open letter 
to Brazil on climate change, presented 
suggestions to the federal government 
and assumed commitments of the re-
duction and monitoring of their own 
emissions.   To perform the event, the 
Forum had the partnership of Vale, 
Ethos Institute, Valor Econômico and 
Globo News.

Comissão Executiva

Representatives of big companies and of the government debate on climate 
change
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• Professional qualifica-
tion

In 2009, Imazon invested in the 
professional training of its employees 
based on its training support policy. 
The supports of 2009 included: two 
employees supported to take masters 
degree course abroad (USA) and one 
employee received support for a mas-
ters degree in Brazil (SP); support to 
university, specialization and masters 
degree courses in Brazil and abroad in 
languages and computer.

 Twenty eight internship stu-
dents were trained in the areas of en-
vironmental law, remote sensing, non-
-timber forest product markets and 
institutional communication. Further-
more, internship students and employe-
es took part of symposiums, congresses 
and seminars with the Institution’s fi-
nancial support.

As part of the activities of the Ins-
titutional Strengthening in Southern 
Amazon Consortium that had IEB, 
Imazon, Kanindé, CSF and ACT – Bra-
sil as partners, Imazon technicians gave 
courses on Introduction to Geoproces-
sing from February 9 to 13, to 24 repre-
sentatives of entities of the civil society 
from seven cities of the Southern Ama-
zon. The objective of the course was to 
train the local leaderships in the use of 
the SIG tool tto manage the natural re-
sources and manage conflicts. Free sof-
twares were used (Quantum Gis, GPS 
TrackMaker and Google Earth) to ena-
ble the posterior access and use of these 
tools by the local entities. 

- TRAININGS AT ThE IMA-
ZoN GEoTEChNoLoGy 
CENTER

The growing demand for highly 
specialized trainings motivated Imazon 
to create the Imazon Geotechnology 
Center (CGI) in 2007, with the objective 
of transferring research approach and 
the geotechnologies developed by the 
Institute during 18 years. 

 In 2009, the activities related to 
the technical cooperation agreement 
signed between Imazon and SEMA/PA 
initiated in December 2007 were conclu-
ded. Initially, this agreement forecasted 
the training of 20 technicians but this 
number increased to 46 technicians of 
the Secretariat. Nine modules were gi-
ven that included geoprocessing, remote 
sensing, programming and geographi-
cal databank courses, totaling 288 hours 
of training. With the training, SEMA/
PA initiated the strengthening process 
of the geotechnological coordinating 
sectors that helped in monitoring and 
controlling the economic activities, allo-
wing greater speed and transparency in 
the environmental management of the 
state of Pará. 

 Nine technicians from SEMA/
MT also received training through the 
Forest Management Plan Monitoring 
course. The objective of the course was 
to present geoprocessing and remote 
sensing technologies used in aiding the 
annual follow-up inspections of the fo-
rest management and in locating ille-
gally explored areas, making efficient 
the control and monitoring system of 
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activities licensed by the State.
Sixteen technicians from the city 

halls of Belém, Paragominas and São 
Félix do Xingu were also trained. The 
objective of the training was to qualify 
these technicians in the use of remote 
sensing and geoprocessing tools used in 
the georeferenced registration of rural 
properties in these cities.

 Lastly, CGI offered the course on 
Tropical Forest Monitoring with Satelli-
te Images to technicians of the member 
countries of the Amazonian Georeferen-
ced Socio Environmental Information 
Network – RAISG. This was the first ini-
tiative for the elaboration of an integra-
ted methodology, which resulted in the 
production of the Pan-Amazon defores-
tation map.  
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In 2009, Imazon had made 40 pu-
blications, including eight articles in 
science magazines and book chapters, 
25 technical reports, three books and 
five editions of the O Estado da Ama-
zônia series. 

• Articles

- Barreto, P., Mesquita, M. & Mer-
cês, H. 2009. A Destinação dos Bens 
Apreendidos em Crimes Ambientais 
na Amazônia [Allocation of Goods 
Seized due to Environmental Cri-
mes in Amazonia]. Revista de Direi-
to Ambiental nº 55. São Paulo: RT.

Li
st

 o
f p

ub
lic

at
io

ns

- Brenda Brito. 2009. Análise de mul-
tas emitidas pelo Ibama e SEMA con-
tra desmatamento ilegal em Mato 
Grosso [Analysis of fines issued by 
Ibama and SEMA against illegal de-
forestation in Mato Grosso]. Revista 
de Direito Ambiental. São Paulo: Ed. 
Revista dos Tribunais, v 54, 127-152.

- Rodrigues, A., Ewers, M., Parry, L. 
Souza Jr, C., Balmford, A. & Verís-
simo, A. 2009. Boom-and-Bust Deve-
lopment Patterns Across the Ama-
zon Deforestation Frontier. Science. 
324 1435-1437.

- Souza Jr., C., Pereira, K., Lins, V., 
Hayashi, S. & Souza, D. 2009. Web-
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-Oriented GIS System for Monito-
ring, Conservation and Law Enfor-
cement of the Brazilian Amazon. 
Earth Science Informatics.

• Book Chapter

- - Alves, D., Morton, D., Batis-
tella, M., Roberts, D. & Souza Jr., C. 
2009. The changing rates and pat-
terns of deforestation and land use 
in Brazilian Amazonia. In: Ameri-
can Geophysical Union. Amazonia 
and Global Change.

- Asner, G., Keller, M. Lentini, M. 
Merry, F. & Souza, Jr. C. 2009. Se-

lective Logging and Its Relation to 
Deforestation. In: 1-20

- Souza Jr. C., Cochrane, M., Sales, 
M., Monteiro, A. & Mollicone, D. 
2009. Integrating Forest Transects 
and Remote Sensing data to Quan-
tify Carbon Loss due to Forest 
Degradation: a case study of the 
Brazilian Amazon. In: Food and 
Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations. Case Studies on 
Measuring and Assessing Forest 
Degradation. FAO.

- Veríssimo, A. 2009. O Desafio do 
Manejo Florestal na Amazônia [The 
Challenge of Forest Management in 
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the Amazon]. In: Marco Antônio 
Fujihara, Roberto Cavalcanti, An-
dré Guimaraes, Rubens Garlipp. 
(Org.). O Valor das Florestas [The 
Value of the Forests]. São Paulo: 
Terra das Artes Editora, v. 1, p. 
290-295

•  Books
- Barreto. P., Araújo. E. & Brito, B. 

2009. A Impunidade de Crimes Am-
bientais em Áreas Protegidas Fede-
rais na Amazônia [The Impunity of 
Environmental Crimes in Federal 
Protected Areas in the Amazon]. 
Belém: Imazon. 58 p.

Approximately 42% of the Amazon 
are Protected Areas (Indigenous 
Lands and federal and state Con-
servation Units) with the purpose 
of ensuring rights and means of life 
of the indigenous and traditional 
people, in addition to guaranteeing 
the conservation of the biodiversity 
and the sustainable use of the natu-
ral resources. However, the resour-
ces for the protection of these areas 
are scarce and it is necessary to en-
sure its efficient use. In this study, 
the efficiency of the legal accoun-
tability of the crimes was assessed 
in the federal Protection Areas in 
order to learn lessons that can be 
used to increase the protection of 

these areas.
 The results of the proceedings as-

sessed in Pará revealed that the pe-
nal accountability for environmen-
tal crimes against Protected Areas 
ahs been inefficient in punishing 
the violators; only 14% of the pro-
ceedings resulted in some type of 
accountability. Considering the 
average duration of the proceeding 
stages, it is estimated that a pro-
ceeding would last for an average 
of 5.5 years since the investigation 
until the sentence. Because of the 
delays, many proceedings tend to 
dictate how approximately 15% of 
the assessed proceedings occurred. 
Furthermore, even if majority of 
the analyzed cases reached a con-
clusion, the Justice would rarely 
demand the reparation or compen-
sation of the environmental dama-
ges in the proposals of penalties 
restrictive of rights.

 The problems found in cases re-
flect the inefficiencies and scarcity 
of general judicial resources, which 
result in the accumulation of about 
80% in all municipal courts. Several 
initiatives to increase the efficacy of 
the investigation of environmen-
tal crimes of the legal proceeding 
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and the allocation of the resour-
ces collected for conservation. The 
last section of the book contains 
measures that should be put into 
practice:  prioritize the prevention; 
work in cooperation to speed up 
the legal accountability; optimize 
the update of the Public Ministry; 
standardize the legal system in ter-
ms of competency of the Federal 
Justice to judge environmental cri-
mes in private properties in federal 
Protected Areas.

- Barreto, P. & Mesquita, M. 2009. 
Como Prevenir e Punir Infrações 
Ambientais em Áreas Protegidas 
na Amazônia? [How to Prevent and 
Punish Environmental Violations 
in Protected Areas in the Amazon?] 
Belém: Imazon. 52 p..

In this decade, federal and state 
governments almost doubled the Pro-
tected Areas of the Amazon to guaran-
tee right of use of natural resources to 
the local populations and to promote 
environmental conservation. However, 
between 2000 and 2008, 2.25 million 
hectares suffered deforestation in the 
Protected Areas and illegal logging 
have occurred in majority of them. The-
se threats may increase with the gover-
nment investment of R$ 70 billion in 
infrastructure in the region. To prevent 

these investments from resulting in the 
increase of environmental damages and 
social conflicts in the Protected Areas, it 
will be necessary to prevent and punish 
environmental violations in these areas. 
This study assesses the performance of 
the punishment of environmental vio-
lations in Protected Areas in the Ama-
zon in order to learn lessons to ensure 
the long-term protection of these areas.  
What is the cause of impunity of the 
environmental violations in protected 
areas? What has been done and what 
remains to be done to effectively punish 
environmental violators? How to pre-
vent these violations? These are some of 
the questions that guide the study.

- Palmieri, R. & Veríssimo, A. 
2009. Conselhos de Unidades de Con-
servação – Guia sobre sua criação e 
seu funcionamento [Conservation Unit 
Councils – Guide on its creation and 
functioning. Belém: Imaflora/Imazon. 
96 p.

The advisory and consultative 
councils of the Cus are a requirement of 
Act no. 9.985, sanctioned in 2000, which 
instituted the SNUC [National System 
of Conservation Units]. This law was 
regulated in 2002 with decree 4.340/02, 
which defined in Chapter V the com-
position and competency of the coun-
cil and the management body, among 
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other details on the creation and functio-
ning of the councils. 

 Despite the legal requirement, in 
2008 majority (67%) of the federal and 
state Cus had no council.  One of the rea-
sons for the non-fulfillment of the law is 
the scarcity of financial resources and te-
chnical personnel in majority of the UCs. 
Also, cases where the local community or 
interested institutions demand the forma-
tion of the council are rare. The objective 
of this guide is to help those responsible 
(public agents) create and strengthen the 
CU councils. It follows the same concept 
of the “Guia de Consultas Públicas para 
Unidades de Conservação” [Guide to Pu-
blic Consultation for Conservation Units] 
published by Imaflora, Imazon and Iba-
ma in 2005.

• The State of the Amazon

- Barreto, P. & Silva, D. 2009. Os desa-
fios para uma pecuária mais susten-
tável na Amazônia [The challenges to 
more sustainable ranching in the Bra-
zilian Amazon]. O Estado da Amazô-
nia. nº 14. Belém: Imazon. 4p.

- Barreto, P, Mesquita, M., Araújo, E. & 
Brito, B. 2009. A Impunidade de In-
fratores Ambientais em Áreas Prote-
gidas da Amazônia [Impunity of En-
vironmental Violations in Protected 
Areas of the Amazon]. O Estado da 
Amazônia. nº 13. Belém: Imazon. 6p. 

- Brito, B. 2009. Multas Pós-Operação 
Curupira no Mato Grosso [Fines in 
Mato Grosso after Curupira Opera-
tion]. O Estado da Amazônia. nº 12. 
Belém: Imazon. 4p. 

- Hayashi, S., Souza Jr, C. & Pereira, K. 
2009. Monitoramento do Desmata-
mento em Áreas Protegidas no Pará 
[Deforestation Monitoring in Protec-
ted Areas in Pará]. O Estado da Ama-
zônia. nº 11. Belém: Imazon. 8p.

- Brito, B. & Barreto P. 2009. Os riscos 
e os princípios para a regularização 
fundiária [The Risks and the Princi-
ples for Landholding regularization]. 
O Estado da Amazônia. nº 10. Belém: 
Imazon. 4p.

• Forest Transparency

- Souza Jr, C., Veríssimo, A. & 
Hayashi, S. 01/2009. Transparência 
Florestal da Amazônia Legal [Forest 
Transparency of the Legal Amazon] 
(November and December 2008). Bo-
letim Transparência Florestal [Forest 
Transparency Bulletin]. nº 12. Belém: 
Imazon. 10p.

- Souza Jr, C., Veríssimo, A. & 
Hayashi, S. 03/2009. Transparência 
Florestal da Amazônia Legal (Janua-
ry 2009). Boletim Transparência Flo-
restal. nº 13. Belém: Imazon. 10p.

- Souza Jr, C., Veríssimo, A. & 
Hayashi, S. 04/2009. Transparência 
Florestal da Amazônia Legal (Fe-
bruary 2009). Boletim Transparência 
Florestal. nº 14. Belém: Imazon. 10p.

- Souza Jr, C., Veríssimo, A. & 
Hayashi, S. 05/2009. Transparência 
Florestal da Amazônia Legal (March 
and April 2009). Boletim Transpa-
rência Florestal. nº 15. Belém: Ima-
zon. 16p.

- Souza Jr, C., Veríssimo, A. & 
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Hayashi, S. 06/2009. Transparência 
Florestal da Amazônia Legal (May 
2009). Boletim Transparência Flores-
tal. nº 16. Belém: Imazon. 10p.

- Souza Jr, C., Veríssimo, A. & 
Hayashi, S. 07/2009. Transparência 
Florestal da Amazônia Legal (June 
2009). Boletim Transparência Flores-
tal. nº 17. Belém: Imazon. 14p.

- Souza Jr., C. Veríssimo, A. & 
Hayashi, S. 08/2009. Transparência 
Florestal da Amazônia Legal (July 
2009). Boletim Transparência Flores-
tal. nº 18. Belém: Imazon. 14p.

- Souza Jr., C. Veríssimo, A. & 
Hayashi, S. 10/2009. Transparência 
Florestal da Amazônia Legal (Au-
gust 2009). Boletim Transparência 
Florestal. nº 19. Belém: Imazon. 14p. 

- Souza Jr., C. Veríssimo, A. & 
Hayashi, S. 11/2009. Transparência 
Florestal da Amazônia Legal (Sep-
tember 2009). Boletim Transparência 
Florestal. nº 20. Belém: Imazon. 14p. 

- Hayashi, S., Souza Jr., C. & Veríssi-
mo, A. 11/2009. Transparência Flo-
restal da Amazônia Legal (October 
2009). Boletim Transparência Flores-
tal. nº 21. Belém: Imazon. 14p.

- Hayashi, S., Souza Jr., C. & Veríssi-
mo, A. 12/2009. Transparência Flo-
restal da Amazônia Legal (Novem-
ber 2009). Boletim Transparência 
Florestal. nº 22. Belém: Imazon. 14p.

• Forest Management Trans-
parency

- Monteiro, A., Veríssimo, A. & Cardo-
so, D., 2009. Transparência Manejo 

Florestal do Estado do Pará [Trans-
parency in Forest Management State 
of Pará] (2007 - 2008). Boletim Trans-
parência Florestal. nº 01. Belém: Ima-
zon. 14 p.

- Monteiro, A., Veríssimo, A. & Cardo-
so, D., 2009. Transparency in Forest 
Management State of Pará #1. Belém: 
Imazon. 14 p.

• Technical Reports
- Barbosa, E., Amaral, P. & Pinto, A. 

2009. Good Forest Management 
Practices of non-timber species: acai, 
andiroba, babassu, Brazil nut, copai-
ba and cat’s claw creeper. Techni-
cal Report. Sebrae/ AC. Belém/PA: 
Imazon. 54p.

- Barbosa, E., Amaral, P. & Pinto, A. 
2009. Productive Chain of Non-
-Timber Forest Species: acai, andiro-
ba, babassu, Brazil nut, copaiba and 
cat’s claw creeper. Technical Report. 
Sebrae/ AC. Belém/PA: Imazon. 
85p.

- Pinto, A. & Amaral, P. 2009 Me-
thodological guide for preliminary 
diagnosis of local conditions for non-
-timber forest management. Sebrae/ 
AC. Belém/PA: Imazon. 24p.

- Pinto, A. & Amaral, P. 2009 Analy-
sis of sample units of the Structuring 
Project of Non-Timber Forest Mana-
gement in the Legal Amazon. Tech-
nical Report. Sebrae/AC – Contract 
nº 103/2008. Belém/PA: Imazon. 
124p.

- Pinto, A., Amaral, P., Souza Jr. C., 
Veríssimo, A., Salomão, R. Gomes, 
G. & Balieiro, C. 2009. The Socioe-
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conomic and Forest Diagnosis of the 
City of Paragominas. Technical Re-
port. Belém/PA: Amazon Institute 
of People and the Enviroment - Ima-
zon 65 p.

• Articles, Abstracts and 
Posters in Congresses

- Bauch, S., Sills, E. & Pattanayak, S. 

2009. Microenterprises after the fun-
ding ends: who is the last to close the 
door? Asheville, USA: XVI Camp 
Resources.

- Brito, B. 2009. Suggestions for invol-
vement of the Legal Community in 
the Discussion on Reducing Emis-
sions from Deforestation and Degra-
dation (REDD). São Paulo, Brazil: 
14th Brazilian Congress of Environ-
mental Law.

- Celentano, D., Sills, E. & Veríssimo, 
A. 2009. Deforestation and Human 

Development: Evi-
dence of Boom-Bust 
Development in the 
Brazilian Amazon. 
Heredia, Costa Rica 
Proceedings of the 
IV Congress of the 
Latin American and 
Caribbean Associa-
tion of Environmen-
tal and Natural Re-
source Economists 
(ALEAR). 

- Celentano, D., Sills, 
E. & Veríssimo, A. 
2009. Deforestation 
and Poverty: Evi-
dence of boom-bust 
development in the 
Brazilian Amazon. 
Cape Town, South 
Africa: Proceedings 
of the DIVERSITAS 
Open Science Con-
ference. 

- Monteiro A. & Sou-
za Jr., C. 2009. He-
mispherical photo-
graphy to validate 
the of forest mana-
gement quality mo-
nitoring in the Legal 
Amazon. Natal, Bra-

cessary to reforest 142 hectares in order 
to neutralize the CO2 emitted in the 
two years. 

 From the results of this study, 
Imazon will establish, in a discussion 
with its employees, a CO2 reduction 
and mitigation policy issued by the ins-
titute that will make viable the taking 
of actions by the institute and the em-
ployees individually. This policy will 
guide the collaborators on how to pro-
ceed correctly in the monitoring of the 
emissions; it will indicate the best forms 
of mitigation and indicate alternatives 
to reduce the emissions of CO2. Althou-
gh the neutralization of the institute’s 
emissions has had a small influence 
in the reduction of global warming, if 
it is added to other initiatives, its fight 
against it will have a high significance. 

 Even while adopting reduction 
practices, Imazon will continue to emit 
CO2. Compensation measures have to 
be adopted in order to become “carbon 
neutral”.  The reforestation, for instan-
ce, is one of the most efficient ways of 
neutralizing the emissions because a 
young tree absorbs more CO2 than an 
adult tree. For this, the institute can in-
vest in an area, establish partnerships 
or pay a company or institution to per-
form the reforestation. This work is 
currently executed only in the Atlantic 
forest in Brazil.  This compensation ma-
rket is incipient but with growth expec-
tations.

In 2010 Imazon’s ecological 
footprint will be updated and the 
institution’s internal carbon emission 
mitigation policy will be disclosed.

zil: Brazilian Remote Sensing Sym-
posium.

- Silva, L., Orsi, R., Silva, P. & Bauch, 
S. 2009. City-Forest link: what deter-
mines consumer knowledge about 
the Amazon? Cuiabá, Brazil: VIII 
Meeting of the Brazilian Society of 
Ecological Economics. 

- Vedoveto, M. & Bauch, S. 2009. Acai: 
the meetup of the consumer with the 
conservation of the Amazon. Cuia-
bá, Brazil: VIII Meeting of the Brazi-
lian Society of Ecological Economics. 

•  Ecological Footprint
-  Santos, D. 2009. Imazon’s ecological 

footprint. Carbon Emission Estimates 
for 2006 and 2007. Belém: Imazon. 26 
p.

Since 2006, Imazon calculates 
the emissions of carbon dioxide (CO2) 
from its activities using the Ecological 
Footprint (EF) index. In 2006, the insti-
tute emitted an equivalent of 129 tons 
of CO2 into the atmosphere, while in 
2007 it emitted 126 tons of CO2. The 
items that most contribute to the emis-
sions were air travels (41% in 2006 and 
46% in 2007), beef consumption at the 
institution’s restaurant (21% and 22%), 
electric power (13% for both years) and 
fuel for the institution’s car (9% and 
4%). Paper consumption and solid or-
ganic wastes were the least relevant in 
terms of CO2 emissions. It will be ne-
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• Marina Silva Medal

The award is a homage of the City Hall 
of Belém through the Municipal Secre-
tariat of Environment (Semma), as a 
way of recognizing those that contribu-
ted in some way to the environmental 
improvement of the city.   In the first 
edition in 2009, 12 personalities con-
nected to environmental and environ-
mental conservation cause and two 
institutions, among which was Imazon, 
received the medal. Instituted by the 
Municipal Act no. 7.943. The name of 
the Environmental Merit Medal Marina 
Silva pays homage to one of the most 
distinguished personalities in the de-
fense of the Amazon.

• Usaid Award

The United States Agency for International 
Development (USAID) awarded Imazon 
(the representative for the award was 
the researcher Paulo Amaral) with the 
merit of generating knowledge on forest 
management, fighting deforestation, 
promoting sustainable use of forests and the 
efforts made in monitoring the Amazonian 
forest cover. The dissemination of scientific 
information in an accessible manner to 
communities and the general public and the 
focus on the preservation of the Brazilian 
Amazonian forest were also mentioned
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General Assembly

• Adalberto Veríssimo – Senior Rese-
archer (Imazon).

• Christopher Uhl - Professor 
(Pennsylvania State University-
-USA).

• Cândido Paraguassu – Attorney 
and Professor (Unama).

• Carlos Souza Junior – Senior Rese-
archer (Imazon)

• David MacGrath - Professor (Naea/
UFPA)

• Paulo Amaral - Senior Researcher 
(Imazon).

• Paulo Barreto - Senior Researcher 
(Imazon).

Board of Directors
•  Robert Schneider - President of the 

Board of Directors of Imazon. Con-
sultant.

• André Guimarães - Vice-President 
of the Board of Directors of Imazon. 
Executive Director of BioAtlântica 
Institute.

• Garo Batmanian – Senior Environ-
mental Specialist (World Bank).

• Sérgio Abranches - Sociologist and 
Journalist of CBN and Ecopolítica.

• Maria José Gontijo - Executive Di-
rector of Instituto Internacional de 
Educação do Brasil.
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Advisory Board

•  Adriana Ramos - ISA.
• Jorge Yared - Ideflor.
• Luis Gonzaga Costa - UFRA.
• Manoel Pereira - Cikel Brasil Verde 

S/A.
• Peter May - UFRJ.
• Rita Mesquita - Inpa.
• Robert Buschbacher – University of 

Florida - USA

Audit Board

• Carlos Vicente – Forest Engineer
• Marcelo Carneiro - UFMA.
• Ubiratan Cazetta - MPF - PA.

Executive Director

•   Brenda Brito – Executive Director.
• Ana Cláudia Rodrigues - Vice-Exe-

cutive Director.

Imazon’s structure is according to the organizational chart below:
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Adalberto Veríssimo.
Senior Researcher.
Agronomy Engineer (UFRA).
M.Sc. Ecology (Pennsylvania State 
University-USA).

Amintas Brandão Júnior.
Assistant Researcher II.
Environmental Engineer (Uepa).
Specialization in Statistics (UFPA).
Masters in Geographical Information 
Systems (Clark University – USA)

André Monteiro.
Adjunct Researcher.
Forest Engineer (UFRA).
Specialization in Remote Sensing 
(UFPA).
Masters in Forest Management with 
emphasis on Remote Sensing (UFPR).
.
Andréia Pinto.
Assistant Researcher II.
Biologist (UFPA), Masters in Behavioral 
Theory and Research (UFPA).
Doctorate in Socioenvironmental 
Science (UFPA). 

Brenda Brito.
Executive Director.
Adjunct Researcher.
Attorney (UFPA).
Masters in Science of Law – JSM 
(Stanford University).

Carlos Souza Júnior.
Senior Researcher. Geologist (UFPA).
M.Sc. Soil Science with Emphasis on 
Remote Sensing (Pennsylvania State 
University-USA).
Ph.D. in Geography (University of 
California - Santa Barbara - USA).

Daniel Santos.
Assistant Researcher I.

Environmental Engineer (Uepa).

Denys Pereira.
PAssistant Researcher II.
Forest Engineer (UFAM).

Elis de Araújo. 
Assistant Researcher I.

Attorney (UFPA).

• Staff (in December 2009)

Heron Martins. 
Pesquisador Assistente I.

Engenheiro Ambiental (Uepa).

Júlia Ribeiro.
Assistant Researcher I.

Agronomy Engineer (UFRA).

Márcio Sales.
Assistant Researcher II.

Bachelor in Statistics (UFPA).
Ongoing Masters

RESEARChERS
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Marília Mesquita.
Assistant Researcher.
Environmental Engineer (Uepa)

Moira Adams.
Assistant Researcher II.
Forest Engineer (UFV).
Masters in Environmental 
Biology (UFPA).

Paulo Amaral.
Senior Researcher.
Agronomy Engineer (UFRA).
M.Sc. in Tropical forest and Biodiversity 
Conservation Management (Catie - 
Costa Rica).

Paulo Barreto.
Senior Researcher.
Forest Engineer (UFRA).
M.Sc. in Forest Science (Yale University 
- USA).

Priscilla Santos.
Assistant Researcher.
Attorney (PUC-RS)

Sâmia Nunes.
Assistant Researcher I.
Forest Engineer (UFRA).
Ongoing Masters in Forest resources 
(Esalq/ USP).

Sanae Hayashi.
Assistant Researcher II.

Forest Engineer (UFRA).
Masters in Tropical Botany (UFRA

Simone Bauch.
Assistant Researcher I. Forest Engineer 

(Esalq/ USP). 
M.Sc. in Forest Science – Forest Economics 

and ongoing doctorate degree in Forest 
Science (North Carolina state University - 

USA).

Carlos Alexandre Cunha.
Forest Technician

(Escola Juscelino Kubitschek).

Gerson Favacho.
Forest Technician

(Escola Juscelino Kubitschek).

João Siqueira.
Geodesy and Cartography Technician 

(CEFET – PA)

TEChNICIANS

Marcelo Galdino.
Field Assistant.

Forest Technician (Escola Juscelino 
Kubitschek).

Forest Engineering Student (UFRA).

RESEARChERS
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ANALySTS
Cintia Balieiro.
Geoprocessing Analyst.
Agronomy Engineer (UFRA).

Jakeline Pereira.
Forest Analyst.
Forest Engineer (Ufam).

Jayne Guimarães.
Economics Analyst.
Bachelor’s degree in Economics (UFMS).

Karina Monteiro.
Forest Analyst.
Agronomy Engineer (UFRA).

Kátia Pereira.
Geoprocessing Analyst.
Chemical Engineer (UFPA).
Masters in Environmental Geochemistry 
(UFPA).

Marcílio Chiacchio.
Economics Analyst.
Bachelor’s degree in Economics (UESB).

Mariana Vedoveto.
Forest Analyst.

Forest Engineer (Esalq/ USP).

Rodney Salomão.
Laboratory Manager.

Geoprocessing Analyst.
Forest Engineer (UFRA).

Specialization in Statistics (UFPA).

Victor Lins.
Laboratory Manager.

Geoprocessing Analyst.
Forest Engineer (UFRA).

Specialization in Statistics (UFPA).

MANAGEMENT
Adriana Fradique.

Communication Advisor.
Bachelor’s degree in Social 

Communication – Journalism (UFPA).
Specialization in Marketing (FAP).

Ana Cláudia Rodrigues.
Vice-Executive Director

Accounting Manager.
Bachelor’s degree in Accounting Science 

(UFPA).

Daniel Souza.
IT Manager.

Data Processing Technologist (Unama).
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MANAGEMENT
Elson Vidal.
Financial Manager.
Bachelor’s degree in Administration and 
Environmental Management (Iesam).

Fabiany Lucidos.
Financial Assistant.
Accounting Science Student (FAP).

Giselle Fleury.
Bilingual Secretary.
Bachelor’s degree in Tourism 
Management (Unama).

Iêda Fernandes.
Executive Director of Sustainable 
Amazon Forum.
Attorney (UFPA).

Isabelle Corrêa.
Financial Assistant II.
Bachelor’s degree in Accounting Science 
(Iesam).

Izabel Barros.
General Service Provider.

Júlia Beltrão.
Accounting Assistant.

Bachelor’s degree in Accounting 
Science (Iesam).

Maria de Nazaré Costa. 
Cook.

Rosa Pinheiro.
General Service Provider.

Selma Ramos.
Cook.

Verônica Oki.
Controller.

Bachelor’s degree in Accounting Science 
(Iesam).

Wanessa Ferreira.
Administrative Manager.

Bachelor’s degree in Accounting Science 
(Iesam).

Activities Report 2009
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INTERShIpS
Antônio da Fonseca.
Environmental Engineering Student 
(Uepa).

Arthur Lisboa.
Accounting Science Student (UFPA).

Dalton Cardoso.
Forest Engineering Student (UFRA).

Daniel Silva.
Economics Student (Unama).

Denis da Cruz.
Forest Engineering Student (UFRA).

Izabella Gomes.
Forest Engineer (UFRA).

Jamilye Salles.
Law Student (UFPA).

Jime Rodrigues.
Environmental Engineering Student 

(Uepa).

Juliana Mendes.
Social Communication/Public Relations 

Student (Unama).

Karlla Marruás.
Social Communication/Public Relations 

Student (Unama).

Laize Silva.
Environmental Engineering Student 

(Uepa).

Letícya Lima.
Law Student (Unama).
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INTERShIpS ASSoCIATE RESEARChERS

VISITING RESEARChERS

• Contributed to Imazon in 
2009:

Aline Ferreira, Anna Elisa Pe-
dreira, Carla Alencar, Carolina Melo, 
Emerson Botelho, Eric Moritsuka, Glei-
ce Gomes, Irilene Vale, Júlia Faro, Julia-
na Grangnani, Larissa Bezerra, Manoel 

Luis Augusto Oliveira.
Environmental Engineering Student 
(Uepa).

Roberto Batista.
Forest Engineering Student (UFRA).

Thiago dos Santos.
Forest Engineering Student (UFRA).

Edson Vidal.
Doctorate degree in Environmental Engineering Science 

(Eesc/USP) and Professor of Esalq/USP.

Eugênio Arima.
Ph.D. in Economic Geography and Quantitative Methods 

(Michigan State University - USA).

Mark Cochrane.
Ph.D. in Ecology and professor of University of South 

Dakota - USA.

Christopher Barber.
Ongoing Doctorate degree (University 

of South Dakota – USA).

Erin Sills.
Economist (North Carolina State 
University - USA).

Coelho, Maria Eliza Cota, Netuno Leão, 
Patrícia da Silva, Priscila de Souza, Ra-
fael da Silva, Rogério Orsi, Silvia Cruz, 
Thiane de Sousa, Valdir Pinto. We thank 
everyone for the collaboration made to 
our Institute and wish you success in 
your new career stages.
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INFLOW

Vale Association for Sustainable Development 2.537.215,52 25,17%

Brazilian Forest Service 1.124.500,00 11,15%

Gordon And Betty Moore Foundation 1.019.863,73 10,12%

David And Lucile Packard Foundation 1.012.459,50 10,04%

Micro and Small Business Support Service of Acre  548.847,54 5,44%

Ieb – International Institute of Education of Brazil 458.291,82 4,55%

Ford Foundation 353.529,82 3,51%

British Embassy 338.601,80 3,36%

TNC - The Nature Conservancy 252.729,36 2,51%

Micro and Small Business Support Service of Rondônia  250.712,80 2,49%

Institute of Environment of Acre 239.884,00 2,38%

WRI - World Resources Institute 215.256,61 2,14%

Avina Stiftung Foundation 210.810,38 2,09%

United States Depart. of Agriculture Forest Service 195.344,25 1,94%

South Dakota State University 182.520,55 1,81%

Blue Moon Foundation 171.086,04 1,70%

Micro and Small Business Support Service of Amazonas  140.580,00 1,39%

United States Forest Service  - Usfs 95.595,56 0,95%

ADT - Friends of the Earth 70.301,04 0,70%

Others 560.035,59 5,55%

Financial investment income 103.887,72 1,03%

10.082.053,63 100,00%

AINVESTMENTS

Research  7.920.041,18 80,58%

Management  1.908.584,79 19,42%

 9.828.625,97 100,00%

2009 SURPLUS  253.427,66 
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Amazon Institute of People and the Enviroment - IMAZON

Balance Sheet statement for Years ended December 31, 2008 and 2009 

Assets 2009 2008 Liability and equity 2009 2008

Current Current

Cash and cash equivalents (Note 3) 3,005,151 3,532,454 Suppliers 42,387 37,738

Advances Granted (Note 4) 255,038 111,977 Labor and social obligation (Note 7) 486,767 514,500

Prepaid expenses 9,048 11,926 Tax liabilities (Note 8) 54,136 63,513

Other credits 115,283 12,583 Advances received (Note 4) 76,126 158,515

Project fund obligations (Note 10) 3,453,264 3,317,648

Other obligations 9,000

3,384,520 3,668,940 4,112,680 4,100,914

Non-current Equity (Note 9)

Fixed (Note 5) 879,112 759,976 Equity 708,900 444,411

Intangible (Note 6) 596,914 380,898 Accumulated surplus (deficit) 38,967 264,489

1,476,026 1,140,874 747,866 708,900

Total assets 4,860,546 4,809,814 Total liabilities and equity 4,860,546 4,809,814

1.476.026 1.140.874 747.866 708.900

Total do ativo 4.860.546 4.809.814 Total do passivo e patrimônio social 4.860.546 4.809.814

The explanatory notes are integral part of the financial statements.
The complete financial statements with the respective explanatory notes are available at www.imazon.org.br

2009 Investments

Research
 
Management
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Amazon Institute of People and the Enviroment - IMAZON
Statements of Surplus and Deficit in the Years ended December 31, 2008 and 2009

2009 2008
Operating incomes
Administrative fee of projects and programs (Note 11) 1,385,753 1,195,871
Income with service provision (Note 12) 2,227,418 1,027,278
Donations 0  205,000
Other operating incomes 1,342 12,574

3,614,514 2,440,723
Operating expenses
Service provision (Note 12) -1,715,650 -1,075,394
Operating expenses (Note 13) -1,691,484 -1,463,035

-3,407,134 -2,538,429

Financial surplus -168,413 362,195
Surplus / Deficit for the year 38,967 264,489

Superávit / Déficit do exercício 38.967 264.489

The explanatory notes are integral part of the financial statements.
The complete financial statements with the respective explanatory notes are available at www.imazon.org.br

INSTAmazon Institute of People and the Enviroment - IMAZON
Statements of Net Equity Change in the Years ended December 31, 2008 and 2009

DESCRIPTION Equity Accumulated surplus (deficit) Total 

On December 31, 2007 505,118 -60,707 444,411
Deficit absorbed -60,707 60,707
Surplus in the year 264,489 264,489
On December 31, 2008 444,411 264,489 708,900
Surplus absorbed 264,489 -264,489 0
Surplus in the year 38,967 38,967
On December 31, 2009 708,900 38,967 747,867

The explanatory notes are integral part of the financial statements.
The complete financial statements with the respective explanatory notes are available at www.imazon.org.br
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Amazon Institute of People and the Enviroment - IMAZON
Statements of Cash Flow in the Years ended December 31, 2008 and 2009

2009 2008
Cash flow from operating activities 
Surplus in the year 38,967 264,489
Adjustments
Depreciation and amortization 356,021 303,895
Variations in assets and liabilities -231,117 2,173,482

Net cash from operating activities 163,870 2,741,866
Cash flow from operating activities 
Acquisition of fixed asset -323,557 -330,403
Acquisition of intangible asset -367,615 -143,276

Net cash used in investment activities -691,172 -473,679

Net increase in cash and cash equivalents -527,302 2,268,187
Cash and cash equivalents at the beginning of the year 3,532,454 1,264,267
Cash and cash equivalents at the end of the year 3,005,152 3,532,454

The explanatory notes are integral part of the financial statements.
The complete financial statements with the respective explanatory notes are available at www.imazon.org.br
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Opinion of independent auditors

To 
The Administrators of 
Instituto do Homen e Meio Ambiente da Amazônia – IMAZON
Belém – PA

1. We have examined the balance sheet of Instituto do Homen e Meio Ambiente da Amazônia 
– IMAZON (“Institute”) as of December 31, 2009 and the related statements of surplus, of change 
in net equity and of cash flows for the year then ended, all prepared under the responsibility of the 
management. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial statements.

2. Our examinations were conducted in accordance with auditing standards applicable in Brazil, 
which included: a) work planning, taking into consideration the Company’s relevant balances, volume 
of transactions and accounting and internal control system; b) verification, on a test-basis, of evidences 
and records supporting amounts and accounting information disclosed; and c) evaluation of the most 
significant accounting practices used, and estimates made, by the Management of the Institution, as well 
as the overall financial statement presentation.

3. In our opinion, the aforementioned financial statements present fairly, in all relevant aspects, 
the equity and financial position of Instituto do Homen e Meio Ambiente da Amazônia – IMAZON as 
of December 31, 2009, the surplus of its operations, change in its net equity and its cash flows in the 
operations for the year then ended, in accordance with accounting practices applicable in Brazil.



2
0

0
9

 A
ct

iv
iti

es
 R

ep
or

t 

69

4. The financial statements for the year ended December 31, 2008, whose values are presented 
for comparison purposes, were examined by other independent auditors that issued opinion on 
them in May 29, 2009, except for the fact that the Institute obtained from third parties in 2008 income 
from donations in the amount of R$ 205 thousand and, based on these donations being spontaneous, 
were accounted when received. Therefore, the verifications of these incomes by the auditors were 
4. The financial statements for the year ended December 31, 2008, whose values are presented 
for comparison purposes, were examined by other independent auditors that issued opinion on them 
in May 29, 2009, except for the fact that the Institute obtained from third parties in 2008 income from 
donations in the amount of R$ 205 thousand and, based on these donations being spontaneous, were 
accounted when received. Therefore, the verifications of these incomes by the auditors were exclusively 
restricted to the values contained in the accounting records. During the year 2009, the Institute 
satisfactorily solved this issue without significant effects on the surplus of the year ended December 31, 
2009.

Belém, April 12, 2010
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ACT Brasil Amazon Conservation Team
ADT   Friends of the Earth – Brazilian Amazon
APEF   Association of Forest Engineer of Pará
ARA   Amazon Regional Articulation
AUTEF  Forest Exploration Authorization
CAR   Rural Environmental Registration
CATIE  Centro Agronômico Tropical de Investigación y Enseñanza
CGI   Imazon Geotechnology Center
CI   International Conservation
Cifor   Center for International Forestry Research
CINDES  Center of Studies on Integration and Development
CITES  Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna 
and Flora    
CJV   Federal Justice Council
CMN   National Monetary Council
CSF/ Brasil  Strategic Conservation
CTSF   Sectorial Forestry Technical Chamber for the State of Pará 
EESC/USP  Escola de Engenharia de São Carlos/ University of São Paulo
Esalq   Escola Superior de Agricultura Luiz de Queiroz
FAP   Faculty of Pará
FASE   Federation of Organizations for Social and Educational Assistance
Flona   National Forest
Flota   State Forest
FSC   Forest Management Council
WSF   World Social Forum
GHG   Greenhouse Gases
GPS   Global Positioning System
GTZ   German Technical Cooperation
Ibama   Brazilian Institute for Environment and Natural Renewable Re-
sources
IBio   BioAtlântica Institute
ICCO   Interchurch Organization for Development Cooperation
ICV   Centro de Vida Institute
ICVJF   Federal Justice Court Shortage Index 
Ideflor  Pará State Forest Development Institute
Idesam  amazon Institute for the Conservation and Sustainable Develop-
ment of Amazonas
IEB   International Institute of Education of Brazil
Iesam   Institute of Higher Education of Amazonia
IFT   Institute of Tropical Forestry
Imaflora  Institute of Forestry and Agricultural Management and Certifica-
tion
Imazon  Amazon Institute of People and the Enviroment
Inpe   National Space Research Institute
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Ipam   Amazon Environmental Research Institute
IPE   Institute for Ecological Research
ISA   Socio-Environmental Institute
Kanindé  Association for Ethnoenvironmental Defense
LBA   Large Scale Biosphere-Atmosphere Experiment
MFC   Community Forest Management
MP   Temporary Measure
MPE   State public Ministry
MPEG  Emílio Goeldi Museum
MPF   Federal Public Ministry
Naea   Nucleus of High Studies of the Amazon
OAB   Brazilian Bar Association
OIMT   International Tropical Timber Organization
NGO    Non-Governmental Organization
OSCIP  Public Interest Non-Governmental Organization 
PFCA   Amazon Certified Forest Producers Association
PFMN  Non-Timber Forest Producers
PGPM  Guaranteed Minimum Price Policy
Prodes  Amazon Deforestation Estimation Project
RAISG  Amazonian Georeferenced Socio Environmental Information Ne-
twork
RBMA  Atlantic Forest Biosphere Reserve
REDD  Reducing Emission from Deforestation and Degradation
SAD   Deforestation Alert System
SAMFLOR  Amazon Forest Management Support System
Sebrae  Micro and Small Business Support Service
Sema   Secretary of Environment
SIG   Geographical Information System
SPVS   Society for Wildlife Research and Environmental Education
TNC   The Nature Conservancy
CU   Conservation Unit
EU   European Union
Uepa   Pará State University
UFAM  Federal University of Amazonas
UFMA  Federal University of Maranhão
UFPA   Federal University of Pará
UFPR   Federal University of Paraná
UFRA   Rural Federal University of Pará
UFRJ   Federal University of Rio de Janeiro
Unama  University of Amazona
USAID  United States Agency for International Development 
USDA  United States Department of Agriculture
USP   University of São Paulo
WRI   World Resources Institute
EEZ   Ecological-Economic Zoning 
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n During the environmen-
tal week, the civil socie-
ty organizations below 

have gone public to manifest their deep 
concern with the courses of the Brazilian 
socioenvironmental policy and unfortu-
nately state that it was not an occasion 
to celebrate. But it was a moment to re-
ject the attempt to disarticulate the legal 
and administrative framework of envi-
ronmental protection arduously built by 
the society in the last decades  Recent 
measures, already approved or ongoing 
approval process, of the executive and 
legislative power clearly show that the 
logic of economic growth at any cost has 
been undermining the political commit-
ment of creating a fair, environmentally 
suitable and economically stable social 
development model. 

1. In November 2008 the 
Federal Government granted for the first 
time to the pressure of the non-sustaina-
bility lobby to modify the decree that de-
manded the fulfillment of the forest legis-
lation (Decree 6514/08) in less than five 
months after its edition.

2. A little over one month 
later, revoked a legislation of the 1990s 
that protected brazilian caverns to repla-
ce it with a decree put a major part of our 
speleological patrimony at risk. The justi-
fication was that the protection of the ca-
verns, which are public assets, have been 
hindering the development of economi-
cal activities like mining and hydroelec-
tric power.

3. With the arrival of the 
world economic crises, at the same time 
when a great part of the already deca-

dent budget of the Ministry of Environ-
ment was being limited (today less than 
the 1% of the federal budget), the gover-
nment reduced taxes for the production 
of automobiles. This was made without 
any demand in improvement of the fuel 
consumption standards or equivalent su-
pport to the development of public trans-
port, going against to history and contra-
dicting the announcement made months 
before our Country adopted a national 
plan for reducing greenhouse gases.

4. In February this year one 
of the most severe measures came to li-
ght: MP 458 that, with the purpose of re-
gulating the possessions of small farmers 
occupying the federal public lands in the 
Amazon, created the possibility of lega-
lizing the situation of a high number of 
landgrabbers, thereby encouraging the 
assault of public patrimony, the landhol-
ding concentration and the advancing 
illegal deforestation. Yesterday (06/03) 
MP 458 was approved by the Federal Se-
nate.

5. While this measure was 
discussed (and worsened) at the House of 
Representatives, another MP (452) brou-
ght, from contraband, a rule that ends the 
environmental licensing for expansion or 
revitalization of roads, destroying one of 
the main instruments of the brazilian en-
vironmental policy and created to enable 
BR-319 to be opened in the heart of the 
Amazon forest for political-electoral rea-
sons. This MP was dropped due to dea-
dline expiration but the intention behind 
it is the same that guides the growing 
politicization of environmental licensing 
of large works by Ibama, whose board 
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of directors has been repeatedly rejecting 
the technical opinions that recommend 
the non-granting of licenses for certain 
undertakings. 

6. In view of the disarticula-
tion of the environmental legislation, the 
ruralist bench of the national congress, 
with the support of the Ministry of Agri-
culture, proposed the tacit revocation of 
the Forest Code, pressing for the reduc-
tion of the legal reserve in the Amazon 
and for the amnesty of all illegal occu-
pations in the permanent preservation 
areas. This movement has already gene-
rated its first product: the approval of the 
Environmental Code of Santa Catarina, 
which reduces the protection to forests 
that preserve the rivers and banks, preci-
sely those that, had they been conserved, 
could have avoided significant part of the 
catastrophe that occurred at the Itajaí Val-
ley at the end of last year.

7. The last measure ap-
proved in this context was Decree 6.848 
that, by stipulating a cover for environ-
mental compensation of big undertakin-
gs, would contradict the decision of the 
Supreme Federal Court, which links the 
payment to the degree of the environ-
mental impacts, and destroys one of the 
major points of the Rio Declaration on 
Environment and Development, signed 
by the Country in 1992, and which deter-
mines that the cause of the degradation 
should be fully responsible for the social 
costs derived by it (the polluter-payer 
principle). Now, independent of the da-
mage caused to society, the undertaker 
will not have to pay more than 0.5% of 
the value of the work, which discourages 

the adoption of cleaner but more expen-
sive technologies. 

8. As if it were not enough, 
conservation units have not been created 
for a year now and several creation pro-
posals, despite being ready and their eco-
logical and social importance being jus-
tified, are paralyzed at the Presidency’s 
Cabinet for supposedly interfering in 
the future infrastructure works like the 
case of Renascer RESEX (PA), Mangabal 
Mountain Resex (PA), Baixo Rio Branco-
-Jauaperi (RR/AM), Tibagi River Wildli-
fe Refuge (PR) and the Pelotas River Wil-
dlife Refuge  (SC/RS). 

In view of the above, and of other 
ongoing proposals, we cannot remain 
silent, and much less celebrate. This set 
of measures, if not reverted, will throw 
down the drain the hard efforts of the 
last years to remove the Country from 
the path of non-sustainability and the di-
lapidation of the natural resources for an 
illusory and immediatist economic gro-
wth, which does not consider the need to 
maintain the bases for it to effectively ge-
nerate well-being and perpetuate in time.  

We want to move forward and not 
backwards. There is a set of important 
initiatives that can effectively introduce 
the environmental variable in our model 
of development, but which does not re-
ceive the political priority by the federal 
Executive and Legislative Powers. For 
years we await the vote of the House of 
Representatives on the Green States and 
Federal District Participation Fund (FPE) 
that financially awards the states with 
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conservation units or indigenous lands. 
In this same queue are hundreds of other 
projects, such as the one that institutes 
the possibility of fiscal incentive to en-
vironmental projects, which creates the 
legal mark for alternative power sources, 
which creates a payment system for envi-
ronmental services, among so many that 
can make a difference, but which remain 
obscured between one Parliamentary In-
quiry Committee (CPI) and another. And 
while BNDES still has traditional projects 
of high environmental impact in its pre-
ferential portfolio, the small sustainable 
projects do not have the same ease and 
the public banks cannot implement a sin-
gle facilitated credit line for environmen-
tal recovery in rural properties.

On this day, June 5, environmen-
tal day, we call on all brazilian citizens to 
reflect on the options being taken by our 
authorities right this minute, and to vehe-

mently manifest against the retrocession 
in the environmental policy and in favor 
of the fair and responsible development. 

 Brazil, June 4, 2009.
SIGNEd:
Friends oF the earth / Brazilian 
amazon
associação movimento ecológico 
carijós – ameca [carijós ecologi-
cal movement association] 
association For the Preservation oF 
the environment and liFe– aPre-
mavi
international conservation oF 
Brazil
Federation oF organizations For 
social and educational assistance 
– Fase
Brazilian Forum oF ngos and 
social movements For the environ-
ment and develoPment - FBoms
Forum oF environmentalist ngos 
oF the Federal district and sur-
rounding areas
greenPeace

environmental grouP oF Bahia – gamBa
Pau camPeche grouP
amazon Working grouP – gta
amazon institute oF PeoPle and the enviroment - imazon
institute For socioeconomic studies – inesc
amazon environmental research institute – iPam
socio-environmental institute - isa
terra azul institute
mater natura
olho na justiça movement – mojus
atlantic Forest ngo netWork
Brazilian society oF sPeleology  
via camPesina Brazil
WWF Brazil
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AThe signatory entities of 
the present document 
comes public to repeat 

the need for more consistent public po-
licies to deal with climate change in Bra-
zil. The magnitude of the future global 
climate change can already be assessed 
by the increasing extreme events that 
affected Brazil, such as the draught in 
2005 and the flood of 2008 in the Ama-
zon, hurricane Catarina and the floods 
in the North and Northeast, and indi-
cate the urgency in seeking solutions to 
reduce the emission of greenhouse ga-
ses and adaptation to the problem. 

We therefore ask the government 
to adopt immediate actions in order for 
the country to be able to face these cli-
mate change and their impacts in the 
economic, social and environmental 
fields. Among the emergency actions 
are:

• Support to the approval of the 
law that creates the National Climate 
Change Policy being processed at the 
National Congress. It is fundamental 
to establish an agreement between the 
leaders of the congress concerning a 
single text that defines a detailed regu-
latory mark to guide the society and the 
economy towards low carbon develop-
ment, which establishes obligatory go-
als of greenhouse gas emission reduc-
tion for different sectors and economic 
activities in the country, guiding the 
strategies and national mitigation ac-
tions and adaptation to climate change. 
The establishment of goals provide the 
opportunity for innovating technologi-
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2cal solutions, guaranteeing the medium 

and long-term competitiveness of the 
Brazilian economy;

• Adoption of solid measures in 
the National Plan on Climate Change 
(PNMC), including allocation of finan-
cial resources, definition of responsi-
bilities and deadlines for fulfillment of 
established goals. We highlight in this 
context the urgent need to fulfill the go-
als against deforestation in the Amazon 
and the addition of specific deforesta-
tion reduction goals at Cerrado, Caatin-
ga, Atlantic forest, Pantanal and Pampa.  
It is fundamental for the government to 
allocate sufficient financial resources in 
order for the plan to be implemented 
and generate results. Despite the do-
cument approved by the government 
being the first step to a national strategy 
against climate change, there is still a 
long way to go in constituting an effort 
of the State that places Brazil on the 
path to a low carbon development. We 
also consider extremely important the 
maintenance of the Forest Code and the 
search for incentive mechanisms for its 
implementation, such as the forest quo-
ta regulation and the Payment for Envi-
ronmental Services. High coordination 
with state initiatives and the adoption 
of state plans for emission reduction, 
stimulus to the restoration of the Atlan-
tic Forest and the disclosure of progress 
reports of government actions are also 
important measures;

• Reversion of the carbonization 
strategy of the Brazilian power matrix, 
which moves in the opposite direction 
to the effort adopted by other nations. 
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The clear tendency of carbonization 
of the Brazilian power matrix and the 
investments in non-sustainable tech-
nologies is revealed in the increasing 
installation of gas, oil, coal and nuclear 
thermoelectric power plants forecasted 
in plans for the sector. It is fundamental 
for the government to invert this pro-
cess and greatly encourage the power 
efficiency, optimized use of generated 
power and the large-scale adoption of 
sustainable sources of renewable po-
wer and low emission in a country with 
great production potential, such as aeo-
lian, solar thermal and biomass energy. 
It is fundamental for any possibility of 
expansion of they hydroelectricity to 
be supported in an adequate planning, 
with assumptions that should be the 
sustainability of the ecosystems, reduc-
tion of socioenvironmental impacts and 
the efficiency of the model of demand 
in order to guide the sustainable power 
supply expansion. The planners should 
not only see the Amazon as just another 
frontier. The exploratory model of the 
renewable resources applied for centu-
ries cannot continue and be perpetua-
ted where the social and environmental 
impacts are only an externality of the 

undertakings;
• Strong position of the Brazilian 

representatives in international nego-
tiations to establish ambitious and rigid 
goals of greenhouse gas emission re-
duction by developed countries in the 
conclusions on the new climate regime 
in Copenhagen. We expect the negotia-
tors to lead the efforts to establish: 1) a 
new international mark that guarantees 
that the global heating remains well be-
low 2°C in relation to the pre-industrial 
average and 2) a descending trajectory 
of the global emissions should begin 
before the end of the next decade. It is 
necessary for the international climate 
regime to guarantee the reduction of at 
least 40% of the emissions in the group 
of developed countries until 2020 in re-
lation to the levels of 1990, in addition 
to forecasting a substantial reduction 
in the emission growth curve of the de-
veloping countries, as indicated by the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC). Similarly, we expect 
the strong involvement of Brazilian ne-
gotiators to legally establish the finan-
cial mechanisms to make the reduction 
of emissions and adaptation programs 
viable in the developing countries, whi-
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ch are more vulnerable to climate chan-
ge;

• Brazil’s support and perfor-
mance in the creation of a REDD (Redu-
cing Emissions from Deforestation and 
Degradation) mechanism at the United 
Nations Framework Convention on 
Climate Change and its post-2012 agre-
ement, able to promote and compen-
sate the tropical countries through re-
duction of deforestation and associated 
emissions and through forest conserva-
tion in their territories;

• Support and creation of incenti-
ves for forest restoration as a strategy 
to mitigate the effects of climate change 
by carbon sequestration, particularly in 
the Areas of Permanent Preservation 
and Legal Reserves in biomes with high 
rate of deforestation, such as the Atlan-
tic Forest, Cerrado and Caatinga. 

We believe that Brazil will only 
consolidate itself in a political and eco-
nomic leadership position in the global 
context if it adopts consistent measures 
to conciliate the country with the new 
economic and socioenvironmental rea-
lity caused by the climate change.
SIGNEd ThIS MANIFESTo:

Friends oF the earth – Brazilian 
amazon

aPremavi – association For the 
Preservation oF the uPPer itajaí 
valley

international conservation oF 
Brazil

ecoar – ecoar institute For 
citizenshiP

FBds – Brazilian Foundation For 

sustainaBle develoPment

o Boticário Foundation For nature 
Protection

sos atlantic Forest Foundation

greenPeace Brazil

iBio – Bio atlântico institute 
ieB - international institute oF 
education oF Brazil

imazon - amazon institute oF PeoPle and 
the enviroment

iPam – amazon environmental 
research institute

iPe – institute For ecological research

isa - socio-environmental institute

mater natura – environmental studies 
institute

sPvs – society For WildliFe research 
and environmental education

tnc – the nature conservancy

WWF Brazil
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